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RESOLUTION NO. 19-256

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A BUILD GRANT APPLICATION
FOR RAIL-SERVED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-11-101(1)(e) and 30-11-107(1)(e), the Board of
County Commissioners of the County of El Paso, State of Colorado (hereinafter "Board" or
"County"), has the legislative authority to represent the County and manage the business and
concerns of the County; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to CRS §§ 30-11-101(1)(d), each organized county within the state
shall be a body corporate and politic and as such shall be empowered for the following purposes:
“(d) To make all contracts and do all other acts in relation to the property and concerns necessary
to the exercise of its corporate or administrative powers;” and

WHEREAS, C.R.S. §§ 29-1-203, provides authority for the County to cooperate or contract
with other governmental entities to provide any function, service or facility lawfully authorized to
each of the cooperating or contracting government units, when deemed by the Board to be beneficial
to the citizens of El Paso County; and

WHEREAS, the County, in an effort to provide for additional job opportunities for its
residents, funded the investigation of the viability of an economic initiative for job creation in
southern El Paso County that included rail services, resulting in a Proof of Concept Report dated
September 15, 2015, concluding that a rail-served industrial development is potentially viable;
and

WHEREAS, in order to undertake the next phase of the Rail-Served Economic
Development Initiative (the "Initiative"), the County, the City of Fountain ("Fountain"), the City
of Colorado Springs ("Colorado Springs"), the Colorado Springs Chamber and EDC ("EDC"),
and Edw. C. Levy Co. ("Levy") (all collectively referred to hereinafter as the "Parties") entered
into a Memorandum of Understanding for Rail-Served Economic Development Initiative dated
May 3, 2018 ("MOU") which outlined the roles and responsibilities of the Parties for the Initiative,
including funding commitments which they have agreed to provide, and Colorado Springs
Utilities ("CSU") has provided a letter of conditional support; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the MOU and its funding, the Parties completed a Feasibility Study
prepared by HDR Engineering, Inc. which concludes that the dual served industrial rail park is feasible
and could provide a transportation project that will create access to reliable, safe, and affordable
freight rail services, will create jobs and facilitate economic growth and development in rural
Southern Colorado, and will improve rapid deployment capability, readiness and resiliency for
the Fort Carson Military Reservation (Fort Carson); and

WHEREAS, the next step in the potential development of this new rail park is to complete
further design and engineering to determine the specific rail alignment through the Nixon Power Plan



property and the alignment through the Levy property to the boundary of Fort Carson, including
analysis of security issues, as well as preliminary engineering regarding utility service to the new park;
and

WHEREAS, the Parties believe that funding from a USDOT BUILD Transportation Planning
Grant (the “Grant”) could be available to assist in funding this additional design, engineering and
planning work; and

WHEREAS, and Board of County Commissioners has determined that it would serve the best
interests of the public and is in the best interests of the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of El
Paso County to continue to support this initiative and support an application for the Grant.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of County Commissioners hereby
approves of the filing of the Grant application and hereby provides its support to the Grant and urges
an award of the Grant as it is in the best interests of the County and its residents.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mark Waller, duly elected, qualified member and
Chair of the Board of County Commissioners, or Longinos Gonzales, duly elected, qualified
member and Vice Chair of the Board of County Commissioners, be and is hereby appointed and
authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to carry out the intent of the Board as
described herein.

DONE THISQ_HL day of 35'4 , 2019, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST: OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Mark Waller, Chair




