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RESOLUTION NO. 19-387

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE SUBMITTAL OF THE COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

WHEREAS, the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
provides annual grants on a formula basis to entitled cities and counties to develop
viable communities by providing decent housing and a suitable environment, and by
expanding economic opportunities and infrastructure that is American Disability Act
(ADA) compliant, principally for low- and moderate-income persons, and

WHEREAS, the program is authorized under Title 1 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, Public Law 93-383, as amended; 42 U.S.C.-
5301 et seq., and

WHEREAS, El Paso County’'s CDBG goals as outlined in the Consolidated Plan
are consistent with the federal CDBG goals and the County’s Strategic Plan. The
County’s CDBG goals aim to develop viable communities by ensuring a range of
affordable housing choices, supporting necessary services, strengthening the local
economy and mobilizing community resources to enhance collaboration and community
partnerships, and

WHEREAS, the approach that the County takes in meeting its goals include
improving access to transportation services and infrastructure, removing impediments to
mobility to increase access to opportunities, to reduce accessibility barriers (ADA
compliance), and to improve infrastructure to foster accessible and livable
neighborhoods and improve access to public amenities, and

WHEREAS, the El Paso County Board of County Commissioners has previously
endorsed the El Paso County 2017-2021 strategic plan through the adoption of
Resolution 16-467 which includes the strategic goal to provide a safe, sustainable,
integrated and efficient multi-modal transportation infrastructure system to enhance the
region’s economy and quality of life, and

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works submitted an application to the
CDBG program to improve infrastructure in the Widefield community for $257,088.00 all
federal funding; and

WHEREAS, the Widefield ADA project would remove curbs and sidewalk that
are not ADA compliant, fix tripping or wheelchair hazards on existing sidewalks,
installing pedestrian ramps at intersections to ensure residents can safely traverse
Dean Drive, Delbrook Drive, and Kiva Road; and



WHEREAS, the CDBG grant application is not a grant agreement and therefore
does not bind the board into accepting the grant if awarded and any subsequent
proposed grant agreement will be required to be heard in an open and public meeting
by the El Paso County Board of County Commissioners before it becomes a valid and
binding agreement; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 19-1 (as amended) requires submittal of grant
applications with the understanding that the grant application will be placed on the
consent calendar; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado,
has determined that the construction and repair of ADA compliant infrastructure would
be in the best interest of the County for the health, safety and welfare of the residents of
El Paso County, and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County
Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, approves the submittal of the CDBG grant
application for the Widefield ADA project attached as Exhibit A hereto.

DONE THIS \b“day of &},’ 2019, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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COMMISSIONERS: HoLLY WILLIAMS
MARK WALLER (CHAIR) STAN VANDERWERF
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Department of Public Works

Engineering ~ Highway Division ~ Fleet Services

Project Proposal to the CDBG Advisory Committee
ADA Improvements in Widefield

Scope
DPW seeks funds to provide ADA accessibility upgrades in the Widefield neighborhood along

Dean Dr., Delbrook Dr. and Kiva Rd. Some intersections do not currently have any ADA curb
ramps and other areas are in need of upgrades for repairs or to bring older ramps up to current
ADA standards. Other improvements include sidewalk and curb and gutter repairs to improve
ADA accessibility.

The funds would be used to hire a contractor to remove curbs and sidewalk that are not ADA
compliant, fix tripping or wheelchair hazards on existing sidewalks, install pedestrian ramps at
intersections to ensure that the community can safely traverse.

Benefits

These proposed upgrades will directly affect two neighboring schools by improving connectivity
for approximately 20 intersections (about 60 curb ramps) and have a road length of about 0.9
miles of modal connectivity. Walking and biking will be safer to Watson Jr. High and Talbott
Elementary. These improvement locations also compliment recent curb and sidewalk work
along Fontaine Blvd. from Security Blvd. to Widefield Park, which is where the Community
Services Department is also constructing improvements. The Dean Dr. improvements will also
allow safer connection to Crews Gulch Trail.

If awarded the funds, DPW will conduct a signage and striping study around Talbott Elementary.
(New signs and striping was completed around Watson Jr. High with the Fontaine Blvd.
Multimodal Project.) These studies determine if signs or road striping is needed, the locations
needed, and which signs and striping should be implemented. After construction, DPW will
implement the study recommendations. Both the study and the installation of signs and striping
will be paid for out of DPW funds.

These improvements will benefit the community with ADA access to bus stops on Security Blvd.
and the lines on Fontaine Blvd. Access is also improved by connecting the residential areas with
the shopping, restaurants, services, health care and employment at the shopping center on
Security Blvd. and Fontaine Blvd.

The County is in the process of applying for federal funding to conduct an ADA assessment and
plan and to construct recommended improvements. If awarded, the improvements proposed in
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this application can be leveraged by the other funds to continue the focus on improvements in
low income communities, near activity centers, schools and other community facilities.

These improvements will benefit the citizens of two Census Tract Block groups.
e Block Group 45.06, block group 1 (south of Fontaine Blvd)
o Percentage low to moderate income: 54.55%
o Number of low to moderate income persons served: 960
o Total number of persons served: 1760

e Block Group 43, block group 3 (north of Fontaine Blvd)
o Percentage low to moderate income: 69.28%
o Number of low to moderate income persons served: 530
o Total number of persons served: 765

Costs
Curb Ramps: $150,000
Sidewalk and curb and gutter: $75,000
Contingency $22.088
TOTAL: $247,088

Depending on bid prices we receive, we may need to adjust the locations, but hope that we can
improve as much infrastructure in the Widefield area as possible. We will verify areas and totals
during the grant process.

Timeline

Grant award — December 2019

Release of funds — January 2020

Environmental Clearance — January 2020

Construction Advertisement — April 2020

Start Construction — Summer 2020 (weather permitting)



Dean Dr. at Harvard St. by Talbott Elemetary School
Non-existant or no-compliant ADA ramps at School Crossing
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View of Kiva from Security Bivd.
No ADA ramps by the bus stop.
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