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RESOLUTION NO. 20-81

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OFFICIALLY OPPOSE
HB20-1287: COLORADO RIGHTS ACT

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or
“Board”), has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and
to exercise such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said authority, the Board previously adopted the
2020 El Paso County State Legislative Policy Guide (“Policy”) by way of Resolution
No. 20-18; and

WHEREAS, the Policy, in part, sets forth the process by which the Board may
formally support or oppose any state legislation proposed for calendar year 2020;
and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that the Board oppose
House Bill 20-1287; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes HB20-1287.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter
as its official position opposing HB20-1287.

DONE THIS 25th day of February, 2020, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.




EL PAsoff'tj;COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS: —_— HOLLY WILLIAMS
MARK WALLER (CHAIR) STAN VANDERWERF
LONGINOS GONZALEZ, JR. (VICE-CHAIR) COLORADO CAMI BREMER

EL PASO BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Dear Honorable Legislators,

The Board of El Paso County Commissioners is writing to express its unanimous opposition to
House Bill 20-1287. The Board believes that if this bill is enacted, it will have disastrous results
not only for El Paso County, but for the entire state of Colorado.

HB20-1287 will do nothing more that encourage unwarranted and unnecessary lawsuits against
governmental entities and their employees. Not only will this proposed legislation expose all
Colorado governmental entities and employees to unnecessary lawsuits, but the bill places
absolutely no limits on damages and attorney fees, for which our taxpayers will ultimately be
responsible: This bill also effectively eliminates long standing state and federal precedent
providing governmental employees a defense when sued on a theory for which there is no clearly
established law. Put differently, this legislation would allow costly lawsuits against government
employees making split second decisions to protect and care for Colorado’s most vulnerable
citizens, even when the law does not clearly prohibit those decisions. As if opening floodgates of
unnecessary litigation was not enough to decimate local government budgets, the legislation also
allows the attorney general to inject politics into already difficult situations by initiating claims
against its own subdivisions.

This bill will force El Paso County to hire additional legal staff, which will further strain an already
tight budget, and will require the County to invest significantly more money in ensuring that it has
adequate insurance coverage. This legislation will eviscerate the ability of any governmental entity
to obtain insurance for its employees. This combination creates a significant unfunded mandate.

To reiterate, the most concerning aspect of HB20-1287 is the impact it will have on governmental
employees that champion for vulnerable populations and enforce the law. This bill will adversely
impact recruitment and retention efforts for Sheriff’s deputiés, prosecutors and social workers —
three fields that already experience high turnover.

For the reasons listed above, we strongly ask that you vote no on HB20-1287.

On behalf of The Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado.

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80903
Fax: (719) 520-6397
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WWW.ELPASOCO.COM




e Jdo— X /jj Q

Mark Waller, Chair Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., Vice ('t(y}

auclodh/

Stan VanderWerf, Member 0

onis Pz

Cami Bremer, Member



