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RESOLUTION NO. 20-83

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OFFICIALLY OPPOSE
HB20-1065: HARM REDUCTION SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of EI Paso County, Colorado (“County” or

“Board”), has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and

to exercise such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said authority, the Board previously adopted the
2020 El Paso County State Legislative Policy Guide (“Policy”) by way of Resolution
No. 20-18; and

WHEREAS, the Policy, in part, sets forth the process by which the Board may
formally support or oppose any state legislation proposed for calendar year 2020;
and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that the Board oppose
House Bill 20-1065; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes HB20-1065.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter
as its official position opposing HB20-1065.

DONE THIS 25th day of February, 2020, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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COMMISSIONERS: —_— HOLLY WILLIAMS
MARK WALLER (CHAIR) STAN VANDERWERF
LONGINOS GONZALEZ, JR. (VICE-CHAIR) COLORADO CAMI BREMER

EL PASO BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Dear Honorable Legislators,

The Board of El Paso County Commissioners is writing to express its unanimous opposition to
House Bill 20-1065.

Our most serious issue with this bill is that it needlessly strips the El Paso County Board of
Health of its power to “approve, as provided for in section 25-1-520, a clean syringe exchange
program proposed by an agency.” Additionally, the bill removes language from Colorado law
which protects a board of health from being required to approve such programs.

This bill moves Colorado into unprecedented territory where partisan elected officials have the
power to supersede a non-partisan board largely made up of medical professionals. El Paso
County is proud of our board of health, which comprises a former coroner, doctors, a nurse, a
retired fire fighter, women with health administration experience, one non-partisan elected
official, and two county commissioners. Their experience and knowledge are a great service to
our community.

Regardless of politics or partisan preferences, removing the Board of Health’s authority and
knowledge from the process is astoundingly short-sighted and bad policy for the citizens of El
Paso County. These decisions are best left to those with local community and healthcare
knowledge.

The Legislative Policy Guide for El Paso County’s board of health states that “the Board
believes that local control affords the residents of El Paso County greater access to sound public
health programs and services™ and that it “provides for greater opportunity for participation in
and contribution to the decision-making process for public health programs and services...” This
bill does the exact opposite of what is outlined in the policy guide by completely removing our
ability to makes decisions that are in the best interest of El Paso County and its residents.

For the reasons outlined above, we strongly ask you amend the proposed bill to allow local
boards of health to continue their role in developing policies that will have a large impact on the
health, safety, and quality of life of all residents.
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