Chuck Broerman El Paso County,

G 01501 HN Il
Doc $0.00

Rec $0.00 3995 220034656

RESOLUTION NO. 20-98

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OFFICIALLY OPPOSE
SB20-162: CHANGES RELATED TO FEDERAL FAMILY FIRST POLICY

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or
“Board”), has the legislative authority to manage the concemns of the County and
to exercise such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said authority, the Board previously adopted the
2020 El Paso County State Legislative Policy Guide (“Policy”) by way of Resolution
No. 20-18; and

WHEREAS, the Policy, in part, sets forth the process by which the Board may
formally support or oppose any state legislation proposed for calendar year 2020;
and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that the Board oppose
Senate Bill 20-162, unless amended; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes SB20-162, unless
amended.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter
as its official position opposing SB20-162, unless amended.
DONE THIS 5th day of March, 2020, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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COMMISSIONERS: — HOLLY WILLIAMS
MARK WALLER (CHAIR) STAN VANDERWERF
LONGINOS GONZALEZ, JR. (VICE-CHAIR) COLORADO CAMI BREMER

EL PASO BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Dear Honorable Legislators,

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is writing to you regarding SB20-162. We
appreciate the recent collaborative efforts between the state and counties to make amendments to
this bill. Given the number of “unknowns” in child welfare funding at this time, El Paso County
is currently opposed to this bill unless amended.

There are several areas of concern with this bill. Of the areas identified, El Paso County sees the
issue around a new reimbursement rate for counties for out-of-home placements that do not meet
the criteria of the Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) as the most problematic. The
current reimbursement for out-of-home placements is 80% (federal and state) with a 20% county
match. Senate Bill 20-162 proposes to increase the county match to as much as 50%. This could
result in an unfunded mandate for counties. If the state and counties cannot agree on a match, the
state would determine the match.

Although this is being worked on, counties and the state do not currently have a resolution to the
Federal Institute for Mental Disease (IMD) issue, which could also have an impact on the
availability of and funding for Qualified Residential Treatment Programs (QRTP’s) for children
and youth. The FFPSA intends to reduce the use of congregate care by setting several new
federal requirements to discourage its use. One of those requirements, however, would have the
unintended effect of disallowing Medicaid reimbursement for FFPSA QRTP’s that are currently
under the IMD exclusion. The IMD provision prohibits Medicaid from paying for institutions of
more than 16 beds that are primarily engaged in providing diagnosis, treatment, or care of
persons with mental illnesses, including medical attention, nursing care, and related services. If
this is unresolved, QRTP providers will likely turn to counties to fill the gap in Medicaid
funding, creating another possible unfunded mandate.

These shifts in costs to counties could lead to a reduction in prevention and core child welfare
practice because more money would be spent on placements. The Senate Bill 18-254 Committee,
which addresses funding reforms for of out-of-home placements in child welfare, is already
charged with making recommendations. It has not made a recommendation yet, so passing
another bill to reform funding for child welfare placements is premature.

While El Paso County does appreciate the current efforts of Colorado Department of Human
Services staff to work through bill amendments in partnership with counties, there are several
issues related to child welfare funding that should be resolved prior to passing SB20-162.
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For the reasons listed above, the El Paso County Board of Commissioners respectfully asks that
you oppose this bill, unless amended.

On behalf of The Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado.
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