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RESOLUTION NO. 20-123

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT TEMPORARY MEETING RULES AND
PROCEDURES CONCERNING TELEPHONIC OR ELECTRONIC
PARTICIPATION

WHEREAS, C.R.S. § 30-10-302, as amended, provides that the Board of County
Commissioners of the County of El Paso (“BOCC” or “Board”), has the general
statutory authority to establish rules and regulations to govern the transactions of
its business; and

WHEREAS, the BOCC adopted Resolution No. 00-5 on January 10, 2000, which
initially established Legislative and Parliamentary Rules and Procedures to
formalize and clarify its deliberative process, and incorporated related policy and

organizational resolutions to enable ready access for reference purposes; and

WHEREAS, said Rules and Procedures have been subsequently amended from
time to time by the BOCC with the most recent amendment at Resolution No. 20-
10, recorded in the records of the El Paso County Clerk and Recorder at Reception
No. 220006087 on January 14, 2020 (hereinafter “the Rules”); and

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020, the Chair of the Board issued a local disaster
emergency declaration as it relates to the COVID-19 outbreak in El Paso County,
which outlines the progressive spread of the disease; and

WHEREAS, to assist in combating the spread of COVID-19, both private
businesses and government organizations are practicing social distancing and
encouraging remote working opportunities where possible for employees; and

WHEREAS, the Board desires to temporarily adopt this Resolution to modify the
Board's Rules to permit the Board to conduct business telephonically or
electronically, with proper public notice, and if so desired by the Board members;
and

WHEREAS, to also facilitate the ability of the Board’s appointed boards and
committees, specifically including but not limited to, the Planning Commission and
the Board of Adjustment, to continue to serve the public in a safe, efficient, and
transparent manner, because the Bylaws of said boards and committees may not
currently provide for telephonic or electronic meetings or hearings, the Board also
adopts this Resolution to provide temporary rules and guidance for its appointed
boards and committees to conduct regular and special meetings and hearings and



other business telephonically or electronically, with proper notice and posting as
may be required; and

WHEREAS, transparency and public process remains of paramount import to the
Board and this Resolution shall be read to permit maximum public participation in
Board meetings.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners
hereby adopts the following temporary meeting rules and procedures:

Section 1. Purpose and Term:

The Board finds in consideration of the COVID-19 outbreak, and upon
recommendations of public health experts to practice “social distancing”,
the following temporary rules and procedures shall be in effect for a period
of ninety (90) days, or until further repeal or amendment from the Board,
whichever occurs sooner.

Unless otherwise modified herein, it is the intent of the Board to otherwise
maintain and follow the Rules to the maximum extent practicable.

Section 2. Telephonic or Electronic Participation:

All Board members shall be permitted to participate in any BOCC meetlng
by way of telephone or other electronic means.

Any commissioner(s) participating by means of telephone, or other
electronic method, shall be deemed present and counted towards a quorum
for voting purposes.

Section 3. Telephonic or Electronic Meetings:

For any meeting whereby a quorum of the BOCC is to participate by means
of telephone, or other electronic method, the County shall, as appropriate:

¢ Publish a conference call dial-in number, and any associated access
code, with the agenda for the purposes of inviting public participation; or

e Publish the electronic medium and access method to the platform the
Board may utilize, with instructions to members of the public on how to
listen and participate.

In order to ensure maximum transparency and public participation, the
County Public Information Office shall inform the public, through customary
means, of any such BOCC Telephonic or Electronic Meeting.



Upon convening a properly noticed Telephonic or Electronic Meeting, the
Board is authorized to take any formal action as contemplated by the Rules
and Colorado law. The Rules allow for formal action to be taken whenever
a quorum is present in accord with Section XI.

The County shall audio-record any Telephonic or Electronic Meeting of the
Board and said recording shall constitute the official record of the meeting.
When it is not feasible to audio-record, then the Clerk to the Board, or
designee, or a County staff person assigned by the BOCC shall take written
minutes of the meeting, and the written minutes shall constitute the official
record of the meeting.

Where the County holds a meeting by other electronic means, the County
shall endeavor to video and audio-record that meeting. When it is not
feasible, then written minutes shall be taken as set forth above.

Section 4. Suspension of Rules:

The Board, by this Resolution, hereby suspends any of the Rules which
may, or does conflict with any term or provision of this Resolution.

Section 5. Applicability to Appointed Boards and Committees:

The Board, by this Resolution, hereby adopts and applies the above
temporary rules and procedures for and to its appointed boards and
committees, specifically including, but not limited to, the Planning
Commission and Board of Adjustment, to enable them to conduct
authorized meetings telephonically or electronically until said boards and
committees are able to adopt necessary amendments specifically
addressing such and bringing those Amended Bylaws to the Board of
County Commissioners for review and approval.

¢ For applicability purposes, where the above temporary rules and
procedures refer to “Board” or “BOCC” and as the context directs, it is
understood that the name of the specific appointed board or committee
would be substituted.

DONE THIS 19™ day of March, 2020, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO




