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RESOLUTION NO. 20-109

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OFFICIALLY OPPOSE
HB20-1349: COLORADO AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE OPTION

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of EI Paso County, Colorado (“County” or
“Board”), has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and
to exercise such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said authority, the Board previously adopted the
2020 El Paso County State Legislative Policy Guide (“Policy”) by way of Resolution
No. 20-18; and

WHEREAS, the Policy, in part, sets forth the process by which the Board may
formally support or oppose any state legislation proposed for calendar year 2020;
and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that the Board oppose
House Bill 20-1349; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes HB20-1349.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter
as its official position opposing HB20-1349.
DONE THIS 19th day of March, 2020, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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EL PASO BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Dear Honorable Legislators,

The Board of El Paso County Commissioners is writing to express its unanimous opposition to
House Bill 20-1349. The Board believes that if this bill is enacted into law, it will result in
numerous unintended consequences for El Paso County and the entire state of Colorado.

HB20-1349 is a wolf in sheep’s clothing. While the bill sponsors claim that this legislation will
create more affordable healthcare benefit plans for Colorado residents, it will do the exact opposite.
This state government option plan will raise costs for hospitals, insurance providers, and those
who receive insurance coverage through their employers. It is estimated that over the next five
years this bill will cut as much as $1.5 billion in reimbursements to Colorado health care providers.

The Pikes Peak region employs over 42,000 people in the health care and social service industries.
Centura and UC Health both have hospitals within Colorado Springs and Children’s Hospital
Colorado recently opened a new campus. HB20-1349 puts these hospitals, their employees, and
our local economy at risk. Rate setting by the state will force hospitals to reduce services and
insurance carriers to shift costs onto other insurance groups. If hospitals don’t comply with this
bill, they will face the prospect of daily fines and the potential of having their license to operate
suspended or revoked.

Colorado residents that receive health insurance coverage through their employer are also at risk
with HB20-1349. Increased cost burdens on healthcare service providers and insurance carriers
will be passed along to those with private insurance. The Colorado Hospital Association notes that
this bill could increase health insurance costs for more than half of Colorado residents. Insurance
carriers operating in Colorado might choose to pull out of the state completely, which would leave
some rural communities without any insurance options and hospitals being forced to cut back on
services.

Instead of addressing the bigger issues around access and affordability, state lawmakers feel that
more government intervention is the solution to this complex issue. That dictating what hospitals
can charge for services will allow more Coloradans to gain access to health care. This is simply
naive, misleading, and categorically untrue.

For the reasons listed above, we strongly ask that you vote no on HB20-1349.
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On behalf of The Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado.
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