RESOLUTION NO. 21-38

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO RATIFY THE SUBMITTAL OF A COLORADO PARKS AND
WILDLIFE OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE PROGRAM STATE TRAILS GRANT FOR
JONES PARK TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) provides an Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV)
State Trails Grant Program to support trail improvements and repairs that provide OHV
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the El Paso County 2017-2021 Strategic Plan Goal #3 Strategy D includes: El
Paso County will continue to improve and update the County Park system including parks, trails
open space, nature centers, fairgrounds and services; and

WHEREAS, El Paso County submitted a $25,000 grant application for Jones Park trail repairs;
and

WHEREAS, the grant application includes a local grant match of $10,000 derived from the El
Paso County Parks repair funds and a $25,000 grant from CPW for a total project budget of
$35,000; and

WHEREAS, the grant application was submitted to CPW on November 23, 2020 and per El
Paso County Policies, staff is seeking ratification of the grant submittal.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of County
Commissioners ratifies the submittal of a CPW Off-Highway Vehicle State Trails Grant for trail
repairs at Jones Park.

Done this 2nd day of February 2021 at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO

Chuck Broerman El Paso County, €O
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COLORADO 2021-2022
Parks and Wildlife Off-Highway Vehicle Program

Department of Natural Resources State Trail Grant Application

Name of Project: Jones Park Renovation Project (Trail 667) Date of Application: 11-23-20

(Please limit the project name to 5 words or less)

Total Project Cost: $ 35,000 Grant Request: $ 25,000

Amount Requested (round off to the nearest $1) must malch
the Project Budget Form.

PROJECT SPONSOR (Name and Address for entity legally responsible for project)

Organization Name: El Paso County Parks

Mailing Address: 2002 Creek Crossing Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80905

Fax:

Telephone: 719-520-7529 Email: ChristineBurns@elpasoco.com

OFFICIAL USE ONLY —- DUNS # (IF REQUIRED):

PROJECT CONTACT This is the person with day-to-day mmtytorm managing the project, ensuring the |
contract scope of work will be fulfilled. Please nofify us if Project Contact changes.

Title: Assistant Park Operations

Name: Kyle Melvin Division Manager

Mailing Address: 2002 Creek Crossing Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80905

Telephone: Fax: Email: KyleMelvin@elpasoco.com
719-520-6976 office Is this the primary contact for this grant:
719-499-1503 mobile YES NO

PROJECT CLOSE-OUT CONTACT  This is the person responsible for submitling receipts for project spending and close-out.
~ Please notify.us if Project Contact changes.

Title: Assistant Park Operations

Name: Kyle Melvin Division Manager

Mailing Address: 2002 Creek Crossing Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80905

Telephone:

719-520-6976 office - Fax: Email: KyleMelvin@elpasoco.com
719-499-1503 mobile

GRANTS & AGREEMENTS SPECIALIST (USFS only)

Name: Title:

Mailing Address:

Telephone: Fax: Email:




PROJECT LOCATION

Nearest Town or City: Colorado Springs

County(ies): El Paso County

Township/Range/Section: T14S R68W Sec 26; T14S R67W Sec 31 (Work Site #1);
T15S R68W Sec 1 (Work Sites #2 - #5)

State Senate District #: 2

State Representative District #: 20 and 39

LAND OWNERSHIP

1. Provide the name/s of the property owners: El Paso County
2. The trail corridor is controlled by:  [JFee Simple [JLease []Easement [JLicense
[JRight-of-Way  [] Land Acquisition Ownership to be obtained [X] Other (explain): Public Lands

TRAIL SYSTEM INFORMATION (List the number of miles for each type of OHV trail in your area)

Miles of Singletrack: _4mi__ | Miles of 50" or less: Miles of Full-sized:

TRAIL USER INFORMATION (Please check all that apply to the work planned for this project)
All-Terrain Vehicle Side x Side Full Sized 4X4
Motorcycling Four-Wheeling Accessible Access

PROJECT INFORMATION (Please check all activities that apply to this project.)
Iinclude detailed information for each in the Project Scope: of Work.

53 Trail Maintenance [ Travel Plan Implementation

[0 *New Trail Construction miles / ft. X Resource Protection & Improvement
(Approved through Travel Mgt Decision)
[J *Major Re-Route  njjes / ft. closed Signs

(that will require new or - mjigs /ft added

additional environmental O Youth Corps
_approvals)
Restoration/Rehabilitation (existing corridor) [ Planning
Visitor Contacts & Law Enforcement [ Capital Equipment
X Education [ Land Acquisition or Other

* New Trail Construction & Major Re-Route: Trail location(s) must be indicated on project map and detailed
description of trail work plans must be provided in Project Selection Criteria, Section D-1,

#3 Resou;ce Protection, Enhancement & Restoration

| TRAIL ACTIVITIES SUMMARY (Based on your project description and butiget, provide the percentage
for each of the categories listed below.)

% of Budget | Program maintenance (e.g., erosion controls, water bars and culverts, trail clearing and brushing, trail
95% hardening and trail tread repairs, bridge construction and repairs, trailhead improvements and maintenance,
crew wages, etc.)

2% Enforcement, Education & Visitor Contacts (e.g., patrols, enforcement, education and visitor
contacts, wages, safety contacts, equipment, etc.)

Planning &Travel Plan Implementation (e.g., planning, engineering, maps, inventorying, travel
management signs & installation, decommission non-system routes, rehabilitation, new construction, wages,
monitoring, etc.)

3% Equipment /Materials/ Signs/ Youth Corps/Miscellaneous (e.g., equipment maintenance and repair,
personnel training, certification in the use of specialized equipment, program coordination, etc.)

100% Total: te: Percentages sho d to 100 %)




SCOPE OF WORK - Project Description:

Project Name: Jones Park Renovation Project (Trail 667) | Project No.: (to be completed by CPW)
Project Sponsor: El Paso County Parks Application Year: 2021-2022
Project Contact: Kyle Melvin Application No.: (to be completed by CPW)
Total Project Cost: $ 35,000 Grant Request: $ 25,000

Project Description: Please write a brief description of your project and the expected
accomplishments. Be sure to include Who, What, When, and Where. This is your scope of work.

(This section is not for project background, benefits or anything other than the actual work to be accomplished.
Please address this information in question #2 of section D, Project Selection Criteria.)

El Paso County Parks, in partnership with the Rocky Mountain Field Institute (RMF]I), is requesting
funding to make improvements and help sustain five sites along approximately 3.5 miles of Trail 667 within
Jones Park. El Paso County is requesting the funding and will contract with RMFI to complete the work.

Trail 667 is located on the southeastern flank of Pikes Peak within the Bear Creek Watershed, four miles
southwest of downtown Colorado Springs. Trail 667 is part of a shared-use trail system that links to other
trails such as Louds Cabin Spur, 622 (Seven Bridges), 668 (Pipeline) and 701 (Foresters). The proposed
sites along Trail 667 are located entirely within Jones Park, which is owned and managed by El Paso
County.

The project goal is to repair and improve drainage and rebuild the trail tread, which has deteriorated in some
spots due to a combination of environmental conditions, poor drainage and heavy use. The proposed work
includes building rock retaining walls, drainage structures (dip drains and check dams), regrading, and
transplanting/re-seeding in the five locations. The project will follow El Paso County’s trail design
guidelines and specifications.

An overview of the five sites follows [see photos in section F showing the existing conditions at each site,
and Project Sites Map in section E identifying the site locations]:

Site 1: The first site crosses a drainage that experiences heavy water flows during storm events. The
retaining wall holding the trail tread is undercut, and on the inside edge of the trail water is starting to erode
the tread. This proposed project installs check dams above and below existing cobbling to slow water and
sediment flow and rebuild the retaining wall to prevent undercutting. This site is about 500 feet uphill from
Bear Creek, the closest site to the creek.

Site 2: Deep rolling dips are forming in the trail due to heavy use, and users are widening the trail where
water is pooling. The proposed repair is dip drains with armored outflows above and below the worst
incision, regrading, and spacing dips farther apart. Native seed and transplants will be planted to discourage
widening and side cutting.

Site 3: This switchback lacks adequate drainage, and incision is occurring above and below the switchback.
The proposal is to install drainage structures (the type depending on available materials and trail conditions)
above and below the switchback, and cobbling the inside edge.

Site 4: Bedrock in the middle of the tread has caused users to widen the trail on both sides of the bedrock,
which has created drainage problems on the inside and outside edges. The proposal is to install dip drains
with armored outflows, a rock retaining wall with proper drainage, and regrading the tread.




Site 5: This section is a passing zone where users are side-cutting and widening the trail. This section is
comprised of loose dirt without an edge. The proposal is to build a retaining wall to stabilize and delineate
the outside edge, establish on-trail drainage to minimize pooling, and re-seed/transplant along the sides.

The material used to build drainage structures and rock walls will depend on site conditions and will be
sourced from within Jones Park. RMFI crews will conduct the work over approximately two weeks between
May and September in 2021, ideally completing the work in early spring or summer. Crew will use mostly
hand tools and will not require heavy equipment.

Trail information signage, such as trail etiquette reminders, directional signs or temporary “Trail work
ahead,” will be posted at the sites and will incorporate the “Colorado Registration Dollars at Work” logo as
required under the grant.




Budget Form

Project Name: Jones Park Trail #667 OHV Maintenance Date Project will be Completed: Ssummer 2021

Project Sponsor. El Paso Coungy Parks

PROJECT FUNDING SOURCES (Non-Cash)
List all sources and nts of project funding in this tion {insert additional fines if needed) CASH Contributions TOTAL

OHV Grant Funding (amount of requested OHV grant funds only) 3 25,000.00

Other Funding Sources b -

A |
[

50 County general Tund w il D6 uSed (0 SUPPIBMBNT gran TUNGING (O CONTacT MATeNance Services
'w ith Rocky Mountain Field institute. - $ 8,839.00
b 1,161.00
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'

Tounty general Tund w @l b8 Used {0 PUrchase Signs and sign oSt {0 acknow ledge Project
b -
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R
4
R

funding support. Material cost and quantties are approximate.
USE OF GRANT FUNDING TOTAL PROJECT AMOUNT $ 35,000.00
List uses of grant funding (only) below
ll. Personnel Costs
identfy as: Salarywage, benefits, ‘travel, training, outfitting costs, personal protection
equipment, etc. Non-Profit organizations will be required to purchase

Club Member/Employee Name or Title $ Per Hr Total Cost

Aid hd hoid
)
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[
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L

[]
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For CPW use only. umber of ¥ #DIV/O! Category Total

Ii. Project Materials/Supplies
|identfy as: Signs, rock, lumber, paint, nails, printing, maps/guides, education materials, etc. |Price Per  |Quantity  [Total

Signs / sign post / installation hardware b - $ -

- $ N

enlen
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'
4
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- d -

Category Total] § -

. Equipment
identfy as: Trail Dozer, ATV, motorcycie, chainsaws, field equipment rentals, equipment fuel
and repairs, fieet vehicle operations, etc.

\ad ] 8
]

NNV
.
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]
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Category Total

[IV.Contracted Services

identify as: Youth Corps, NEPA, planning. engineering, construction contractor/s ubcontractor,
cOsts

El Paso County is contracting maintenance services through Rocky
Mountaing Field institute. $ -

4
)

enlenlen

fNiNnIN
]

enlen
254
*

Category Total] $ 25,000.00

V. Volunteer Support

Kentiy as: ly Safety education, safety gear (gioves/goggles), outfiting, per diem
{meals or milsage w hen travel required by and identified in project scope of w ork), non-monetary

aw ards or recognition.

&
1
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1
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had bid b d

1

Category Total

{Vi. insurance

Category Total] $ -

Vil. Grant Administrative Costs (Non-profit organizations only)
Identify as: administrative costs, office supplies, postage, phone charges, computer &
Jorinter supplies, etc. (Up to 5% of amount spent)
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]
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©&

A
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Category Total| $ -

* Non-profit organizations that reimb travel exp w il be required to use OHV Program Travel Forms - provided upon request
Note Any changes to the budge! must have pre-approval fromthe Prog:am T otal $ 25,000.00




C-2
NON-FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION and LAND MANAGER APPROVAL

The Applicant is responsible for filling out this TOP portion of this page ending at “Applicant Environmental
Checklist’. The applicant is also responsible for securing all necessary permits, licenses, clearances, and
environmental analyses documentation necessary to comply with local, state, and/or federal laws.

Project Name _Trail 667 in Jones Park Project Project Sponsor El Paso County Parks

The project described in this application has my approval.

s/ Tim Wolken 2 &° % 11-23-20

Owners or Authorized Person’s Signature and Title  Date

Tim Wolken, Director of E| Paso County Community Services Department
Print or type Owner’s or Authorized Person’s Name and Title

APPLICANT ENVIRONMENTAL CHECK LIST
Describe the process (es) or efforts you have made to review potential wildlife and environmental impacts of
your project as concisely and specifically as possible. Include any relevant information in each of the
category questions listed below and indicate which question you are answering. Examples are given of the
types of information that may be valuable. If a question is not applicable to this project, please write “N/A”
and state your reasoning.

1. Species of Concern: s it likely that plant and/or wildlife species of concern are present on the
proposed project site?

o Federally listed, threatened, and/or endangered species
e Greenback cutthroat trout are in the vicinity but not at the project sites themselves and Mexican
spotted owls have the potential to occur in the area

o Species that are rare or have limited range in Colorado
e Species including hoary bat, American peregrine falcon, flammulated owl and northern goshawk
have the potential to occur in the area.

2. Habitats and their Values: What habitats are present and how important, productive, or pristine is
the wildlife habitat in the project area?

e Describe habitats that are present and others that are adjacent to them

Montane habitat consisting of sapling, pole and mature stands of ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, white
fir, limber pine and aspen. Subalpine habitat comprised of bristlecone pine, Engelmann spruce,
limber pine and aspen occurs to the west. Montane species with increasing Gambel's oak occurs to
the east. Nearby streams are dominated by aspen and mixed conifer species with an understory of
riparian plants that includes some willow.

o Existing development or human impacts to the proposed project area?
The proposed project area includes a trail system which is utilized by both motorized and non-
motorized users.

o Critical habitat for a particular species, or an area with high value for nesting, feeding, or calving
N/A

3. Potential Impacts: List, in bulleted form, the proposed project activities. Then, describe how the
project activities will, or potentially may, impact vegetation and/or wildlife. Include both short-term
(during project activities) and long-term (impacts to habitats) effects.

Installation of drainage structures

Building of retaining walls

Trail grading

Transplant and re-seeding




o Disturbance of sensitive species
The small footprint and short duration of the proposed project will result in negligible impacts to
sensitive species.

¢ Impacts to species during rest, feeding, or reproductive cycles
The small footprint and short duration of the proposed project will result in negligible impacts to
species during rest, feeding or reproductive cycles.

e Encroachment, loss or reduction of habitat(s)
The proposed project will not encroach on habitat or result in any habitat loss or reduction.

¢ Intrusion into areas with little existing human impacts
The proposed project will occur on an existing trail and therefore will not intrude into an area with
little existing human impacts.

4. Mitigation: How will these impacts be addressed?

e Alternative design or trail route selection
The proposed project repairs problems with an existing trail in order to lessen impacts and therefore
requires no mitigation and has no alternative design.

e Timing of project activities
Summer

e Screening or users from wildlife area, protection of critical habitat, channeling use through less
sensitive areas
N/A

o Improvement (i.e., restoration) to habitat areas upon project completion
The project itself results in the improvement of habitat areas by decreasing erosion.

5. Benefits: List habitat improvements such as restoration of wetlands, river corridors, and trail areas;
restriction of recreationalists from sensitive areas; environmental or recreation education efforts.

o Education of users through environmental education programs, opportunities for “watchable
wildlife,” and monitoring of wildlife impacts
The trail including the project area is monitored for negative impacts or improper uses. Education
signs will be installed in the area.

¢ Reroute trails away from sensitive habitats
N/A

6. Environmental Compliance: Describe regulatory compliance, applicable permits and/or agency
concurrence procedures that are, or are not required, and why.

¢ Migratory Bird Treaty Act (i.e., nesting habitats will not be impacted by the project due to the
project’s timing or, surveys for nesting birds will be conducted prior to activities and, activities
that may impact active nests will be postponed)

The small footprint and short duration of the proposed project should not result in negative impacts

to nesting birds. Trees will not be impacted by the proposed project.

¢ Concurrence from USFWS for effects determinations (or rationale for why no such concurrence
is required)
The proposed project is not impacting threatened or endangered species.

o US Army Corps of Engineers 404 permits
The proposed project is not occurring in wetland areas.



« Compliance with raptor guidelines recommended by the Colorado Division of Wildlife
The small footprint and short duration of the proposed project should not result in negative impacts
to raptors.

Principle source of information: (e.g., Colorado Division of Wildlife, Colorado Natural Heritage Program,
local agency, staff biologist, consultant)

Nancy Prieve, Natural Resources Specialist 719- 520-7845

Printed name, title and telephone number of person consulted:

Ny e

Signature of person consuilted:




D-1
PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA

Carefully read and provide answers to each of the following four criteria (four page maximum):

All applicants must respond to the following selection criteria questions. You are allowed the space below
each question to fill in your answer. If you have an answer that does not fill the entire page, do not feel
obligated to fill the space. This application will be scored on a 100 point basis. The maximum number of points
that can be awarded for each question is shown in parentheses. Each project will be reviewed by outside
reviewers and State Trails staff, and projects will be ranked according to reviewer and staff scores. Failure to
provide a response to any question (unless otherwise noted) will reduce your project’s score. Please reference
all attachments.

1. Need for & Benefit of the Project (25 points):

Describe the objectives of your project and how it will benefit, and protect riding opportunities while protecting
resources in the project area.

Trail 667 is remote, requiring at least a three-mile hike to access the boundary of Jones Park, providing a
long and challenging route enjoyed by motorcyclists, mountain bikers, hikers and equestrians. It is part of a
network of multi-use trails that are historically difficult to maintain due to poor soil conditions (decomposed
granite) and steep terrain. According to monitoring feedback of trail conditions, Trail 667 is a very popular
trail and experiences high use year-round. Trail wear related to all user groups is observed, but the primary
wear at these proposed sites is a result of motorized use. The objectives of the project are to address
insufficient drainage and restore optimal conditions at five priority sites, which will improve trail conditions,
riding opportunities and reduce erosion.

Evaluation by the Rocky Mountain Field Institute of trail conditions from August 3, 2020 noted that in
general, Trail 667 has rolling dips that are growing deeper and more u-shaped along the middle of the tread
line. This causes storm water to pool on the trail, which exacerbates incision. Users have been traversing
around the areas with standing water or deep incisions, resulting in trail widening, loss of critical edges and
increased erosion. This evaluation identified five sites — detailed in the project description — where these
conditions were of specific concern. The proposed fixes generally entail constructing retaining walls,
cobbling sections, rebuilding/reinforcing trail edges and slopes, installing drainage, and re-planting.

Maintaining the tread and preventing erosion is especially important along Trail 667 because of its proximity
to Bear Creek, which holds the only known genetically pure population of greenback cutthroat trout, a
federally listed “threatened” species under the Endangered Species Act. Erosion mitigation is a main
objective of the U.S. Forest Service final decision from June 2016 regarding protection of Bear Creek:
“Reduce contributing sediment from hillslope/rill/gully erosion,” and ... perform [trail] maintenance,
reconstruction, storm water drainage improvements or re-alignment as needed to minimize erosion risk and
sediment production.” As a result of this environmental assessment and final decision, all of Trail 667
located in Jones Park — as well as significant portions of Trail 667 in U.S. National Forest and City of
Colorado Springs lands — was re-routed in 2017 to protect the trout’s habitat. This was a collaborative project
by the U.S. Forest Service, City of Colorado Springs, El Paso County and Colorado Parks and Wildlife to
reduce the impact on environmental conditions in the watershed from the trail and its users.

Improving these five sites along Trail 667 to minimize erosion provides a stable trail surface that benefits all
trail users, particularly the safety of motorized riders because of the trail’s narrowness and steep downslopes.
Investing in keeping the tread maintained and fixing hot spots will provide a safe and enjoyable trail for all
users.




These five improvement sites within Jones Park are essential to the sustainability and long-term use of these
public lands. The funding of these trail improvements and the crew to implement them will protect natural
resources while enhancing the outdoors experience for motorized users and outdoor enthusiasts by making the
routes safer, more environmentally sound and enjoyable.

2. Partnerships, Support and Leverage (25 points):

Provide evidence of support for this project from trail users, agencies, local governments, community groups,
or individuals and attach letters or petitions to your application packet. Applicants need to demonstrate that
the project has a broad spectrum of support. Letters from the following entities are encouraged: relevant
political subdivisions with jurisdiction over the project area, conservation organizations, user groups who
frequent the area, and community organizations. The program places a higher value on the quality of
supporting correspondenoe submitted rather that the quantity for support letters received.

This proposed project will be carried out by the Rocky Mountain Field Institute (RMFI), a Colorado Springs
based non-profit that specializes in watershed restoration, forest health and trail infrastructure. RMFT is best
equipped to work on this project because it has been working with El Paso County on Jones Park and
specifically on Trail 667 for three years. RMFI currently conducts monitoring and evaluations of trail
conditions, user compliance and rehabilitation/restoration, on both the closed 667 sections and the newly re-
routed 667.

RMFI will employ six staff members within its Stewardship Crew, who have significant experience in
completing trail and restoration projects. RMFI crews will camp on-site to increase efficiency and
productivity. The 16 days projected to complete work on the five sites would likely be split into two eight-
day stints.

The funding for this project is proposed to be provided by an OHV grant through Colorado Parks and
Wildlife, and El Paso County dedicated park funds. The total project cost will be $35,000, with $25,000 from
the OHV grant and $10,000 from El Paso County. This represents a 28.6% match.

Rock and transplants will be appropriately sourced within Jones Park using ecologically sound principles.
This will save on material expenses. Planning and park operations staff will provide support assistance and
project management for this project.

There is no controversy for this project. Should any arise, County personnel will work with the parties to
resolve or mitigate those issues.

Letters of support have been submitted from U.S. Forest Service, Palmer Land Trust, and Equestrian Friends
Group.

3. Resource Protection, Enhancement and Restoration relative to eligible OHV grant
activities (25 points):

Describe the principal objectives that will be accomplished by this project (e.g., new trail construction, trail
relocation or major re-route, trail maintenance, restoration/rehabilitation or any other grant eligible activity).
Include as many components as are applicable. Show how the project aids in the protection or improvement
of the environment by addressing existing problems, and avoiding or minimizing impacts through the
implementation of the project.

Projects in and near the Bear Creek watershed are a balance between sustainable management of recreation
and furthering the goals of conservation and preservation of the greenback cutthroat trout habitat. As quoted
from the U.S. Forest Service final decision from June 2016, one of the key resource protection issues in the
watershed is sedimentation and its potential impact on stream conditions. affecting not only the greenback




cutthroat trout, but also the water quality of downriver water supplies. The environment along the trail is
prone to runoff (steep and poor soil), and the RMFI evaluation in August 2020 noted that constructed drains
along the trail are filling with sediment. Side-cutting and broken trail edges exacerbate erosion and thus
increase the potential for sediment entering the watershed and creek environments.

The existing problems that could potentially impact the riparian environment that this project will address
are:

o Site 1 experiences heavy water flows during storm events that flow across the trail, which undercuts
the trail and washes down sediment into the watershed. This site is located within the Bear Creek
watershed boundary, about 500 feet uphill from Bear Creek.

e Site 2 has deep rolling dips forming from heavy traffic; the resulting pooling water is not only
eroding and incising the trail but also causing users to ride around the pools, compromising trail
edges.

o Site 3 is a switchback lacking adequate drainage, and the incision occurring is destabilizing the trail.
Site 4 has users widening the trail on both sides of bedrock, which in turn creates drainage problems
at this location.

e Site 5 is a passing zone with loose material and no edge, so users are side-cutting, and the downslope
side is being destabilized by a combination of all these factors.

The proposed trail rehabilitation efforts in this project will protect the watershed environment by: improving
and mitigating runoff on, across and off the trail; stabilizing vegetation and side slopes; and rebuilding the
tread and its edges.

These proposed repairs for the five sites will be constructed using on-site materials, such as rock, forest
debris and transplants (in addition to purchased native grass seed). For circumstances that require fixtures,
they will be low-impact installations, such as cobbling, check dams comprised of rocks or logs, dip drains
spaced adequately apart, and rock retaining walls. All tools will be hand tools, with possibly a chainsaw, so
the risk for pollution, chemical spillage and noise is minimal.

This trail maintenance adds to the overall investments made by El Paso County, which most recently include
contracting with RMFI to monitor the trail and with consultants to develop a master plan for Jones Park.
Trail 667 contained within Jones Park is part of a shared-use trail system, with trails crossing Colorado
Springs and U.S. National Forest lands, and these public land caretakers have invested in their portions of
Trail 667 and other trails that link to 667. The U.S. Forest Service and El Paso County re-routed Trail 667, in
order to protect the water quality in Bear Creek. This shared responsibility of Trail 667 and connecting trails
is illustrated on the E-2 Project Sites Map.

In addition to the Bear Creek Watershed Restoration Project, U.S. Forest Service final decision, and El Paso
County rules and regulations, Jones Park is also governed by a conservation easement administered by
Palmer Land Conservancy.

Additional resource considerations include the ability of the RMFI crew to mobilize into remote parts of the
forest for up to eight days at a time. This reduces drive time, fuel costs, and the safety issues associated with
transporting crews and supplies. It allows the project crew to focus on trail sections that are difficult to
access by standard maintenance personnel and practices due to the location. RMFI follows strong, low-
impact, outdoor practices, such as leave no trace and pack-in/pack-out camping.




4. Travel Management Plan Implementation, Education and Enforcement (25 points):

Active and effective OHV management is based upon the implementation of travel management plans, broad
public awareness, compliance, enforcement and providing adequate recreation opportunities. Describe how
the project will promote active OHV management and improve OHV use for the benefit of public land visitors.
To receive a full score of 25 points for this category the project must incorporate at least one of the following
components.

There are several governance tools constraining this trail: Pike National Forest Motor Vehicle Use Map,
Bear Creek Watershed Restoration Project Enforcement Plan (which CPW was a party to), U.S. Forest
Service Final Decision, Palmer Land Trust conservation easement, El Paso County rules and regulations, and
a forthcoming Jones Park Master Plan. These all coalesce on protecting the watershed, while continuing to
provide recreational access including access to multi-use trails. As a result of the long-term objectives of the
Bear Creek Restoration Project, Forest Service final decision, conservation easement and El Paso County
rules and regulations, Trail 667 was re-routed to keep trail users from negatively impacting Bear Creek. This
extensive outlay of public resources benefits public lands visitors, including managed motorized activities,
while protecting soils, plants, water and wildlife. Successful grant funding will continue to support the
maintenance of a designated motorized trail, which helps keep users on that route. By providing a well-
maintained and enhanced motorized trail, compliance in the area is more likely to attain a high standard,
regardless of enforcement.

If this project is funded, OHV funds will also be used to post signs at the five project sites. Clear and concise
signage on trails is one of the best educational tools to implement responsible trail use. Additionally, the
Rocky Mountain Field Institute (RMFI) crew can serve as educational contacts to trail users while the crew
is working on the trail.

Crews will also have copies of the Pike National Forest Motor Vehicle Use Map, which covers Jones Park
and adjacent public lands, that can be distributed to visitors that the project crew may interact with while in
the field.

RMFl is also the organization that conducts monitoring and evaluation forays three times a year for El Paso
County along Trail 667, so they have a historical and technical knowledge base from which to put trail users
into context. They will be valuable eyes and ears during the two eight-day stints spent in the field. They will
be able to assess and report on trail compliance issues that will help inform future programming or projects
to address travel management, education and enforcement.



D-2

Land Acquisition Grant — Supplemental Criteria

Not applicable.



E-1 Vicinity Map & E-2 Project Site Map

E-1 _Vicinity Map: Please mark the vicinity where the project is located on the map below.
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(F) Project lllustration

Photographs, Drawings, Engineering Plans, Diagrams

Site 2: Secti'bns‘of trail are being incised where water is bbling in the rolling dips rather than
draining off trail.



Site 3: The switchback is becoming severely incised.




Site 5: The critical edge is being lost and needs to be re-established.



(G) Letters of Project Support

Provide up to six (6) letters of support from entities that are supporting the project in ways other
than cash or in-kind contributions. Letters should come from at least three of the categories listed
below. Letters must be current, and must document the need and demand for the proposed
project. Please note, identically worded form letters do not sufficiently fulfill this requirement. All
letters must be included with the application. Letters mailed directly to the State Trails Program will
not be accepted as letters of support for the application, rather they will be treated as public
comments on the project as proposed.

Letters were submitted from and are included on the following pages:
. U.S. Forest Service, Pikes Peak Ranger District
. Palmer Land Conservancy
. Friends of Equestrian Skills Course




USDA United States Forest Pikes Peak Ranger District 601 South Weber
Department of Service Colorado Springs, CO 80903
Agriculture 719-636-1602

Fax: 719-477-4233

File Code: 2600;2670
Date:  October 28, 2020

Tom Metsa

OHV Program Manager
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
13787 S. Hwy 85

Littleton, CO 80125

Dear Mr. Metsa,

I am writing you in support of the grant proposal the El Paso County Parks Division is
submitting to the State Off-Highway Vehicle Program that if awarded will fund
maintenance projects on Trail667 in the Bear Creek Watershed located on the east flank of
Pikes Peak.

The U.S. Forest Service decommissioned and re-aligned many trails and trail segments as part
of the Bear Creek Watershed Restoration Project, in an effort to minimize erosion risk and
sediment production. El Paso County, the second largest landowner within the watershed, was a
part of the cooperative effort to implement the Bear Creek Watershed Restoration- Project, which
included the re-alignment of Trail 667 in 2017. The USDA Final Decision stated: "The purpose
and need of the project is to protect the greenback cutthroat trout while allowing for appropriate
and sustainable recreation."

El Paso County's proposal is to improve five sites on Trail 667, the results of which will both
protect greenback cutthroat habitat and provide for sustainable recreation. The Forest Service
supports this proposed work because the riparian system of Bear Creek achieves resiliency
when trails and trail drainage are improved. Reducing sediment delivery to stream systems
enhances riparian vegetation, stabilizes stream banks and improves in-stream habitat features.

These types of grant proposals are an important part of an overall trail program that
benefits visitors and allows trails to be maintained to high standards.

Please contact me at oscar.martinez@usda.gov or 719-477-4202 ifyou have any questions.

District Ranger

Caring for the Land and Serving Peoole Printed on Recvled Paver
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almer 1025, Tejor, Sulte 360 ! PO. Box 1281 719-632-3236

LAND CONSERVANCY Colorado Springs, CO ! Colorado Springs, CO wigsI
80903 | 80901 palmerland.org

November 18, 2020

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Attn: OHV Grant Program
13787 South Hwy 85
Littleton, Colorado 80125

RE: Support for 667 Trail OHV grant application
Dear Subcommittee Members:

| write regarding the grant proposal submitted by El Paso County (EPC) for trail improvements
within Jones Park Open Space. Jones Park is truly a remarkable place and Palmer Land
Conservancy is honored to hold the conservation easement ensuring its perpetual protection. The
property contains a fragile ecosystem, is home to the only remaining population of naturally
reproducing greenback cutthroat trout (Colorado’s state fish, listed as threatened under the ESA),
and provides unique recreational opportunities close to an urban population. Managing this
property requires a careful balance of these sometimes-contradictory values.

The work proposed in this grant is critical to the health and resiliency of this property. The heavy
visitation at Jones Park combined with the erodible soils found on the property have the potential
to create hazardous conditions on the trails. Additionally, once this sediment enters Bear Creek,
it becomes a source of pollution, threatening the health and vitality of the trout population. The
conservation easement allows for the trail work described in this grant proposal and Palmer is
supportive of this work. The subcontractor selected by EPC (RMFI), has worked in the Bear Creek
Watershed for many years and understands the intricacies of the work required. We believe that
robust property management, including comprehensive and regular trail maintenance, not only
improves the recreational values of the site, but also creates a more resilient landscape for the
local wildlife. Pre-Covid surveys have shown us that more than two-thirds of Colorado Springs
residents enjoy outdoor recreation at least once a week, and we know we have seen increased
impacts since the pandemic. Preserving and properly maintaining public open spaces ensures
quality of life for residents and local businesses, and maintenance is even more important now
due to these increased impacits.

Palmer Land Trust's mission is to protect southern Colorado’s lands for present and future
generations. Since our incorporation in 1977 in Colorado Springs, we have conserved more than
136,000 acres including 20 public parks and open spaces, important working farms and ranches,
wildlife habitat, and awe-inspiring scenic views.

Palmer strongly believes that the work proposed in this application is critically needed and
encourages the subcommittee members to fund this proposal. Thank you for your consideration
of this application from El Paso County for Jones Park Open Space.

Sincerely,

-

Shandte

Amber Shanklin
Conservation and Stewardship Director




To: State Trails Grant Committee, Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Re: Fox Run Regional Trail Planning Grant Application

Dear Committee Members,

On behalf of the Friends of the Equestrian Skills Course, I am writing in support of the Trail 667 grant
application that El Paso County is applying for from Colorado Parks and Wildlife. This single-track trail has
many public land users benefiting from the work that has already been done, and this grant funding will help
maintain those investments on a trail that is close to home.

There are parts of this trail that need to be properly repaired for long-term sustainable use. It is a multi-use
trail and equestrians are hopeful that it will stay open and accessible to all trail users for many years to come.
Multi-use trails with motorized users typically need repair and maintenance, especially for the trails to
remain inviting to other users. As an equestrian, it is my hope that trails, trailheads and all of our public lands
will keep equestrians in mind when working on trail upkeep. The partnerships that are formed through these
projects done on our public lands are invaluable for open spaces as well as the booster organizations
supporting various types of outdoor recreation.

I as well as many other members have participated in many of these multi-use projects and I enjoy the
opportunity to work with our local officials and their crew. Public lands stewards are perennially
understaffed, and they have many miles of public trails to maintain, so the awarding of grants through any
program is beneficial not only to the maintenance of our public lands but to the stewards in charge of caring
for them.

Awarding this grant would help Trail 667’s sustainability and ensure that all users have a positive
experience. Thank you for considering this grant application. Grants such as these ensure that our next
generation can enjoy the outdoors and our public lands.

Sincerely,

Debbie Bibb, President

Friends of the Equestrian Skills Course friendsequestrianskillscourse(@gmail.com
2316 N. Wahsatch, PMB#212, Colorado Springs, CO 80907 (719)748-8543




Colorado Motorcycle Trail Riders Association
P.O Box 38006
Colorado Springs, CO 80937

November 19, 2020

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
13787 South Hwy 85
Littleton, Colorado 80125

Subject: Support for 667 Trail OHV grant application
To: OHV Grant Program Reviewers

I am writing to convey the Colorado Motorcycle Trail Riders Association’s support for the trail 667 grant project
from the EI Paso County Parks Department. As described in the grant application, the grant, if approved and
funded, would help maintain a multi-use, single-track trail in the Colorado Springs area.

CMTRA has adopted trail 665 and 667 and we have completed numerous work days specifically on trail 667
and also within Jones Park. Unfortunately, the CMTRA is unable to accomplish all the projects needed in
maintaining this trail and the surrounding areas and that is why we support the County’s grant application.

During 2020, our club has paid for, built, and installed two trail etiquette signs on trail 665 and one sign along
Gold Camp Rd. Along with the grant work, El Paso County Parks Department will provide labor to install a 4%
CMTRA trail etiquette sign in Jones Park. This is a great example of the cooperation between County Parks and
our club to keep our trails maintained and users informed.

Since 1972, CMTRA has been the premier advocate for motorcycle trail riders in the Pikes Peak and Southern
Colorado region. CMTRA’s mission is to:

1) protect, maintain, and develop trails

2) promote responsible riding

3) bring riders together

Our members enjoy recreating responsibly on public land, and that requires having well-maintained trails. On

behalf of CMTRA, | support El Paso County’s grant application for the project on trail 667, and | encourage the
approval of this grant.

Mark Reimler

bl

President, Colorado Motorcycle Trail Riders Association




