RESOLUTION NO. 21-54

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE AMENDMENT OF SB20B-001:
COVID-19 RELIEF SMALL AND MINORITY BUSINESSES ARTS
ORGANIZATIONS

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or
“Board”), has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and
to exercise such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said authority, the Board previously adopted the
2021 El Paso County State Legislative Policy Guide (“Policy”) by way of Resolution
No. 21-42; and

WHEREAS, the Policy, in part, sets forth the process by which the Board may
formally support or oppose any state legislation proposed for calendar year 2021;
and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that the Board support
the amendment of Senate Bill 20B-001; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially supports the amendment of
SB20B-001.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter
as its official position supporting the amendment of SB20B-001.
DONE THIS 16th day of February, 2021, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO

Chair

Chuck Broerman El Paso County, C
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Letter Requesting Action to Amend Senate Bill 20B-001 Board of County Commissioners
February 16, 2021 Holly Williams, District 1
719-520-7276 Carrie Geitner, District 2
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Longinos Gonzalez, Jr,, District 4

Cami Bremer, District 5

Dear Honorable Legislators,

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is writing this letter to you in regard to Senate Bill 208-001: COVID-19 Relief Small
And Minority Businesses Arts Organizations, which was signed by Governor Polis on December 7, 2020. The legislation has
provided critical and much needed support to small business communities across the state and has allowed us to continue the
fight against the devastating economic impacts of COVID-19. While the intent of the legislation is admirable, it has been written
in such a way that it has prevented El Paso County from being able to fully utilize the funds allocated by the state. As a result,
we are asking you to address this bill when the General Assembly reconvenes on February 16.

While we are extremely thankful for the funding provided through SB20B-001, directly assisting in the recovery of our struggling
businesses across our great state, the current restrictions in the legislation have prevented us from being able to fully expend
the money allocated to us through the bill. After an Initial 21-day application cycle, El Paso County was only able to award
approximately $822,500 of the $4.4M we received.

El Paso County and the Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments (PPACG) has been working collaboratively alongside DOLA,
Colorado Counties, Inc, and other counties throughout Colorado to have conversations with our business stakeholders to
identify effective solutions. Through this collaboration, we recommend to you the following amendments to SB20B-001:

- Increase the relief payment amounts to small businesses. Our regions have also administered successful
CARES Act funded business relief programs and have found that the business community needs higher-level award amounts.
We propose allowing for counties to implement formulas for their unique business community’s needs up to a $20,000
maximum award.

- Expand the eligible industry category. The intent of this small business relief program was to ensure that the
industries hardest hit by COVID-19 restrictions were assisted. We would encourage expanding the eligible industry list to also
include personal services and event centers.

- Expand the definition of the eligible COVID-19 impact. While a 20% revenue loss is one way to measure the
economic disruption COVID-19 has had on our small business community, we believe this impact could also be more broadly
defined to ensure the original intent of the program is fully realized.

Implementing these changes is critical in continuing to support our struggling businesses. We collectively ask that you consider
these changes and take urgent action to address the gaps as soon as possible.

[

Stan VanderWerf, Chair Cami Bremer, Vice-Chair



Longinos Gonzalez, Member Holly Williams, Member

Carrie Geitner, Member



