RESOLUTION NO. 21-56

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE CONCERNING THE DRAWING
OF VOTING DISTRICTS BY COUNTY GOVERNMENTS DRAFT BILL

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or
“‘Board”), has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and
to exercise such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said authority, the Board previously adopted the
2021 El Paso County State Legislative Policy Guide (“Policy”) by way of Resolution
No. 21-42; and

WHEREAS, the Policy, in part, sets forth the process by which the Board may
formally support or oppose any state legislation proposed for calendar year 2021;
and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that the Board oppose
‘The Drawing of Voting Districts by County Governments’ draft bill; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes ‘The Drawing of
Voting Districts by County Governments’ draft bill.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter
as its official position opposing ‘The Drawing of Voting Districts by County
Governments’ draft bill.

DONE THIS 16th day of February, 2021, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Letter Opposing “Concerning the Drawing of Voting Districts by Board of County Commissioners
County Governments” Draft Bill Holly Williams, District 1
February 16, 2021 Carrie Geitner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5
February 16, 2021

Honorable Rep. Chris Kennedy
200 E Colfax

RM 307

Denver, CO 80203

Dear Representative Kennedy,

The Board of El Paso County Commissioners is writing this letter to you to express both our frustration with and opposition to
the draft version of the “Concerning the Drawing of Voting Districts by County Governments” bill. As the main sponsor of this
legislation, we want to communicate to you that this bill is the wrong approach for El Paso County. Implementation of this
legislation will result not only in the creation of an extremely redundant process but will place unnecessary financial and staff
constraints on County resources.

Requiring the creation and maintenance of a redistricting commission will result in the misuse of County resources that could
be otherwise better directed toward addressing those real issues facing our community, like helping individuals and businesses
who have been severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. El Paso County has a robust public process in place for redrawing
district boundaries and does not need help from the state to fix something that’s clearly not broken. During our last
redistricting effort, citizens were encouraged to provide public comment on proposed maps and two town hall meetings were
held to solicit community feedback. Three map options were submitted by the Clerk & Recorder’s Office to the Board of County
Commissioners and to the public for consideration and comment.

The bill language states that “in order for our democratic republic to truly represent the voices of the people, districts must be
drawn such that people have an opportunity to elect representatives who are reflective of and responsive and accountable to
their constituents.” El Paso County takes this mandate very seriously already, by complying with the Colorado Constitution and
Revised Statutes, preserving the reasonable definition of ‘communities of interest’, and reasonably maintaining equal
population while anticipating future growth. This bill, as written, would result in the creation of gerrymandered districts to
comply with a vague mandate of maximizing “politically competitive” districts.

As you’re aware, the law currently allows, by vote of the people in any County, the ability to modify Board of County
Commissioner composition (from 3 to 5, or from 5 to 3) and ways in which commissioners are voted in (at-large vs. by district,
or hybrid). This can be changed by initiative or referendum, if so desired by the citizens, but has not been brought up as an
issue in El Paso County. This targeted attempt to roll back El Paso County’s ability to retain local control is nothing more than a
solution in search of a problem. El Paso, Arapahoe, and Weld counties are being unfairly targeted by this bill and are being held
to a standard, that if implemented, should be fairly applied to each of the 64 counties in the state.

For the reasons outlined above, we strongly urge you to amend the proposed bill draft to allow counties to retain local control
over the county commissioner redistricting process, as well as to reach out to and solicit direct feedback from El Paso County on
this proposal before introducing it in the General Assembly.
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