Resolution No. 21-151

Proclamation Recognizing El Paso
County Search and Rescue

WHEREAS, El! Paso County Search and Rescue (EPCSAR) is an all-volunteer nonprofit
mountain search and rescue unit dedicated to saving lives through search, rescue,
and mountain safety education; and

WHEREAS, since April 8, 1970 the EPCSAR has saved thousands of lives, providing this vital
service to the Sheriff and El Paso County at no charge and has become one of the
most experienced rescue groups in Colorado by maintaining training, skills, and
certification required for membership in the Mountain Rescue Association and the
National Association of Search and Rescue; and

WHEREAS, EPCSAR has an average of 60 professional volunteer First Responders who
annually donate thousands of hours in training, spend hundreds of hours
maintaining their equipment, building, and rescue supplies, and “pay to volunteer” in
that they purchase and maintain all their personal mountain rescue clothing and
equipment which can initially cost over $2000; and

WHEREAS, these brave volunteers respond to an average of 170 missions each year, often
risking life and limb; and include numerous rescues in subzero blizzard conditions
on Pikes Peak and surrounding mountainous back country, and an extremely
dangerous night time rescue on the Crestone Needle in 2009 for which EPCSAR
received the 2010 Valor Award from the National Association of Search and
Rescue; and

WHEREAS, the EPCSAR has also Provided search Incident Command and search teams for
several large scale and/or extended missions including the Columbia Space Shuttle
mission and disaster that covered several states, numerous Alzheimer walk-aways,
and search missions for special needs children, the FBI searches for Dawn Church,
Kelsey Berreth, and the search for Gannon Stauch; and

WHEREAS, the EPCSAR has conducted thousands of Preventive Search and Rescue (PSAR)
events to schools, girl and boy scouts, churches, and numerous fire department
open house events for the purpose of educating the community on how to hike
safely, the right supplies to bring on a hike, how to NOT get lost, and what to do if
you do get lost.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, hereby
recognizes April as El Paso County Search and Rescue Month and proclaims its sincere gratitude
to the brave volunteers of EPCSAR and their unconditional service to our community.

DONE THIS 20" day of April 2021 at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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