RESOLUTION NO. 21- 237

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT $B21-277: CHILD WELFARE SERVICES
ALLOCATION FORMULA

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said authority, the Board previously adopted the 2021 EI|
Paso County State Legislative Policy Guide (“Policy”) by way of Resolution No. 21-42;
and

WHEREAS, the Policy, in part, sets forth the process by which the Board may formally
support or oppose any state legislation proposed for calendar year 2021; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they support SB21-
277; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially supports SB21-277.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position supporting SB21-277.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO

Chuck Broerman El Paso County, C0
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Letter Supporting SB21-277: Child Welfare Board of County Commissioners
Services Allocation Formula Holly Williams, District 1
June 15, 2021 Carrie Geitner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5

June 15, 2021

Colorado State Capitol

200 E Colfax RM 029

Denver, CO 80203-1716
Honorable Legislators,

Please consider this letter of support of SB21-277. While the initial version of this bill resulted in some significant concerns for
counties, much work was done through the amendment process and a majority of El Paso County’s concerns were
subsequently alleviated.

El Paso County is committed to caring for children and providing consistent, high quality services for families. As one of the
largest counties in the state, we have a vested interest in ensuring that adequate funding is available to fully meet all state and
federal requirements concerning the comprehensive delivery of child welfare services.

Passage of SB21-277 would replace the existing child welfare allocation formula with a funding model, which would allow for
communication to the state around how much funding is actually needed to provide services, versus just receiving a pre-
determined amount of money each year. When there is insufficient funding, as determined by the funding model, the Child
Welfare Allocation Committee (CWAC) and the Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS) would determine the
allocation. This is a good approach.

The new funding model in SB21-277 will be used to inform annual budget requests and will require ongoing evaluations to
ensure it remains up to date and reflects changes in federal and state law, factors that best meet the needs of children, youth
and families, and is annually updated with county data. Overall, this is step in the right direction as it relates to child welfare
services.

Thank you for your time and attention in reviewing this matter, and for your consideration as it relates to this letter of support.

Sincerely,
Stan VanderWerf, Chair Cami Bremer, Vice-Chair
Longinos Gonzalez, Member Holly Williams, Member

Carrie Geitner, Member



