Resolution No. 21-288

Proclamation Recognizing the Retirement of
Amy Folsom County Administrator
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The Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, with the utmost
pride and appreciation, acknowledge the retirement of Amy Folsom after serving her
community for more than 25 years; and

Ms. Folsom’s career is defined by her honesty, integrity, advocacy for justice, and a
record of protecting our region’s most vulnerable which will be felt for long after she
leaves El Paso County; and

Ms. Folsom’s servant-leadership foundation began during her schooling at Notre
Dame, where she earned a Bachelor's Degree in Economics and played catcher on
the Notre Dame Women'’s Softball team, and afterwards she obtained her Juris
Doctorate from the University of Minnesota School of Law; and

after earming her law degree, Ms. Folsom began her legal career in 1996 as a deputy
district attorney here in the 4% Judicial District Attorney’s Office; and

as a leader in the state’s busiest judicial office, Ms. Folsom fought for justice in many
high profile murder and crimes against kids offenders, notably prosecuting the serial
murder Brown, Nichols, Paprocki and Ivy, and the Lamberth cases, which resulted in
the convictions and life sentences; and

in 2005 Ms. Folsom was appointed Assistant District Attorney by newly elected District
Attorney John Newsome, and as the second-in-command, Ms. Folsom served and
led a staff of over 200 attorneys and she was recognized by the Colorado Springs
Business Journal as a “Rising Star”; and

The County Attorney’s Office benefited from Ms. Folsom’s decision to join their ranks
in January 2009, when she began as a Senior Assistant County Attorney; and

Ms. Folsom'’s skill as a leader and a lawyer allowed her to quickly rise through the
County Attorney’s Office, where she was subsequently appointed Chief Assistant
County Attorney in 2011 and as County Attorney in 2012; and

as County Attorney, Ms. Folsom worked high-impact, long-lasting projects which have
benefited the citizens of El Paso County, such as the City for Champions initiative,
created a ground breaking Urban Renewal Authority policy, navigated the legal
landscape during trying times such as the Waldo Canyon Fire, the Black Forest Fire,
budget cuts, and helped guide the County through issues which threatened the
budget solvency of a taxpayer supported organization; and

despite her work obligations on high profile efforts as County Attorney, Ms. Folsom
also prioritized time to focus on individual attorney growth and developments,
extended her office’s community involvement, provided much needed support and
recognition to the DHS legal team, and transformed the office into a large, capable,
and premier legal office in the State of Colorado; and

in 2019, the Board of County Commissioners further recognized Ms. Folsom’s special
combination of tenderheartedness, toughness, leadership, and sunny disposition and
appointed her as County Administrator; and

as County Administrator, Ms. Folsom elevated the organization by pushing a strong
positive workplace culture, developed a strong Executive Director team, and instilled
a focus on “always do the right thing”; and

the largest challenge Ms. Folsom faced as County Administrator was marshalling the
County’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in which she facilitated the equitable
use of CARES Act and ARPA funding; and

without a doubt, Ms. Folsom has served, guided, and seamlessly lead the County

through some of its darkest days and most trying challenges, but has met and bested
those challenges by remaining true to her faith, ethics, and inner moral compass; and
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WHEREAS, what's especially notable about Ms. Folsom’s long list of accomplishments is she did
it all while being a strong female role model and committed mother to her two
daughters, Aiden and Caolinn throughout her illustrious career, and a loving wife to
her husband Russ; and

WHEREAS, Amy's honesty, integrity, calming presence, leadership, vision, knowledge,
collaborative spirit, and sense of humor will be sorely missed.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, hereby
proclaims its gratitude and for years of dedicated service, and extends its best wishes for a happy
retirement with her family in South Dakota.

DONE THIS 20™ day of July at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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