Proclamation Recognizing the
Retirement of Mark Gebhart

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, regretfully
acknowledges the retirement of Mark Gebhart after 35 years of service with the Planning
and Community Development Department (PCD); and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gebhart started his career with the County in 1984 as a Senior Planner handling
environmental matters, wastewater, and land use applications. He later served as
Floodplain Administrator, Senior Environmental Planner, Principal Planner, Land
Development Code Administrator, and Code Enforcement supervisor before being
appointed Deputy Director in 2013; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gebhart has served under eight Department Directors, eight County Attomeys, ten
County Administrators, and 31 County Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, During his time with the County, Mr. Gebhart was appointed to numerous technical
committees including the Water Quality Management Committee, Air Quality Technical
Committee, and the Transportation Advisory Committee with the Pikes Peak Area Council
of Govemments; and

WHEREAS, WMr. Gebhart also represented PCD in the aftermath of the Waldo Canyon Fire, Black
Forest Fire, and the Midway Fire by developing and implementing temporary land use
modifications to assist with the recovery of each of the affected areas; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gebhart was a frequent presenter to various organizations throughout Ef Paso County
such as the Northem El Paso County Coalition of Community Associations (NEPCO),
Colorado Water Congress, the Sonoran Institute, and multiple homeowner association
groups; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gebhart was the principel developer of the current version of the El Paso County Land
Development Code and was the primary staff member responsible for drafting and
implementing Code revisions and regulations including temporary and permmanent
regulations for medical marijuana and provisions for group homes; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Gebhart's major accomplishments include the development of the County’s 1041
Regulations, the Your El Paso Master Plan, and the El Paso County Water Master Plan,
which received awards from the National Association of Counties (NACo) and the
Colorado Chapter of the American Planning Association (APA); and

WHEREAS, His colleagues have and will forever describe Mark as a walking history of El Paso County
and the consummate researcher on “why things are the way they are®, which is Mark’s
way of stressing the importance of leaming how the answers came to be, and recognizing
Mark as a “behind the scenes” kind of guy who always worked diligently for the citizens
of El Paso County while also having a positive impact on so0 many County employees.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, hereby
proclaims its gratitude to Mark Gebhart for 35 years of dedicated service.

DONE THIS 28" day of September 2021, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL P, 600\7\', COLORADO

[
Stan VanderWerf, Chair
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