RESOLUTION NO. 22-88

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO ENTER INTO AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH EL PASO
COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH FOR MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH PROGRAM SERVICES

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-11-101(1)(e) and 30-11-107(1)(e), the Board of County
Commissioners of the County of El Paso, State of Colorado (hereinafter "Board"), has the legislative
authority to represent the County and manage the business and concerns of the County; and

WHEREAS, the Title V Maternal Child Health Program for Children and Youth with Special Needs
program (HCP) improves the health, development, and well-being of individuals from birth to age 21
who have special health care needs; and

WHEREAS, children and youth with special health care needs include those who have, or are at
increased risk for having, a chronic physical, developmental, behavioral, or emotional condition and
who also require health and related services of a type or amount beyond that required by children and
youth generally; and

WHEREAS, children in foster care or kinship care often qualify for HCP services; and

WHEREAS, this Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) articulates the collaborative relationship between
the El Paso County Department of Human Services and El Paso County Public Health for the
improvement of the health and wellbeing of children in foster care or other DHS-involved children with
special health care needs who can be enrolied in HCP. The HCP program provides care coordination
and health education for families; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of the County of El
Paso, State of Colorado, hereby acknowledges and approves entering into an Intergovernmental
Agreement with El Paso County Public Health for Maternal Child Health Program services.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair of the Board of County Commissioners, a duly elected,
and qualified member, or the Vice Chair, a duly elected and qualified member of the Board of County
Commissioners, be and is hereby authorized and appointed on behalf of the Board to execute any and
all documents necessary to carry out the intent of the Board as described herein.

Done this 29" day of March 2022 at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

ATTEST BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN
EL PASO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
AND EL PASO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH
DHS-22-03

This Intergovernmental Agreement (hereinafter “Agreement”) effective January 1, 2022 by and between
El Paso County Public Health (hereinafter “EPCPH") and El Paso County Department of Human Services
(hereinafter “DHS”) is intended to articulate the collaborative relationship between EPCPH and DHS for
the mutual benefit of each and for the improvement of the health and wellbeing of children in foster care
or other DHS-involved children with special health care needs. This Agreement reflects the desires of
EPCPH and DHS to work together to support children and families where the child has special health
care needs and can be enrolled in EPCPH’s HCP, a Title V Maternal Child Health Program for Children
and Youth with Special Health Care Needs (Hereinafter “HCP”), which provides care coordination and
health education for families. This Agreement details the roles, responsibilities and requirements for
successful collaboration by each Party. EPCPH and DHS may be referred to singularly as a “Party” or
jointly as the “Parties”.

1. Purpose and Scope of Agreement and Authority.

a. The mission of the DHS is to strengthen families, to assure safety, to promote self-sufficiency,
and to improve the quality of life in our community. Families are referred by Child Welfare if there
is suspected abuse or neglect. DHS conducts assessments and will open a case for Child
Welfare services. A child unable to remain safely at home may be placed with a family member, a
foster family, or in a group home setting. DHS’ goal is to assure the health and wellbeing of the
child while in foster care.

b. EPCPH’s HCP program, housed in the Maternal Child Health program, seeks to improve the
health, development, and well-being of individuals from birth to age 21 who have special health
care needs. Children and youth with special health care needs include those who have, or are at
increased risk for having, a chronic physical, developmental, behavioral or emotional condition
and who also require health and related services of a type or amount beyond that required by
children and youth generally. Children in foster care or kinship care often qualify for HCP
services.

c. EPCPH and DHS have a long and successful history of collaborating to improve the health and
wellbeing of El Paso County residents, including programs for abused and neglected children,
programs to connect people to health and social service resources, and programs to support low-
income women learn job parenting skills. Recently, EPCPH and DHS have begun a collaborative
relationship that leverages care coordinators from the HCP program to help support the health of
children placed in kinship or foster care.

d. The purpose of this Agreement is to define roles and responsibilities for the referral of clients by
DHS to EPCPH for the HCP Program.

e. Pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-11-101(1), 30-11-103 and 30-11-107(1), the Board of County
Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado has the legislative authority to make all contracts for
the DHS and the County and to exercise such other and further powers as are conferred by law.

f. El Paso County Public Health is duly organized as a public health entity pursuant to C.R.S. §
25-1-501, et seq.
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g. Article XIV, Section 18, of the Colorado Constitution, and C.R.S. § 29-1-201, et seq., provide for,
and encourage, political subdivisions of the State of Colorado to make the most efficient and
effective use of their powers and responsibility by cooperating and contracting with each other.

2. Obligations of the Parties and Consideration.
a. EPCPH agrees to the following roles and responsibilities:

vi.

vii.

Provide an HCP-trained nurse or social worker to support children and youth with special
health care needs, in foster care, or otherwise involved with DHS.

Complete required DHS confidentiality trainings; maintain privacy and confidentiality rules
for HCP, EPCPH, and DHS.

HCP services for DHS-involved families are voluntary; therefore, families will not be forced
or coerced into participating. The Court may order some families to participate in this
program. However, Public Health assumes no duty to communicate with DHS or the Court
regarding program participation; and reserves the right to decline new referrals at any time
based upon case volume, at its own sole discretion.

Provide HCP services for enrolled children and youth to include: care coordination support;
referrals to medically necessary resources including primary care and specialty care
providers; communication and support for families at medical appointments; referrals to
other supportive community resources (support groups, respite care, therapies) as
necessary; document actions in HCP-required database.

Participate in or lead multi-disciplinary care conferences to include DHS staff, primary care
medical home, behavioral health, schools, justice system, and other partners as identified.

Provide trainings to DHS staff about the HCP program and services available, as needed.

As a mandatory reporter, EPCPH staff shall contact the child protection hotline if there is
suspected abuse or neglect.

b. DHS agrees to the following roles and responsibilities:

Provide confidentiality training to HCP staff such that staff are able to attend DHS meetings
as required.

Schedule and host trainings, or otherwise inform DHS case workers on how to refer foster
children with special health care needs to HCP.

Include HCP staff as key partner in case staffings and other meetings involving shared
clients to foster interdisciplinary approach for foster child health and wellbeing.

HCP services are for DHS-involved families are voluntary; therefore, families will not be
forced or coerced into participating. The Court may order some families to participate in this
program. However, Public Health assumes no duty to communicate with DHS or the Court
regarding program participation; and reserves the right to decline new referrals at any time
based upon case volume, at its own sole discretion.

Allow HCP nurse and staff access to Medical and Drug Exposed Babies Report to view
referral numbers that are associated with medical neglect and drug exposed babies
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3.

4,

6.

c. Both Parties mutually agree to restrict access to confidential information as provided by law,
including but not limited to the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.

d. NOTICES regarding this Agreement shall be sent to the following:

For DHS:

Catania Jones

Children, Youth & Family Services Director
El Paso County

Department of Human Services

(719) 444-5655

cataniajone I 0.com

For EPCPH:

Emily Maney

Maternal Child Health Program Manager
El Paso County Public Health

(719) 578-3270

emilymaney@elpasoco.com

Term and Termination.

a. This Agreement shall be deemed effective by the Parties from January 1, 2022 and shall
terminate automatically on December 31, 2024. The Parties may agree to one three-year
extension of this Agreement, to be mutually agreed upon in writing and executed as an
amendment to this Agreement.

b. This Agreement may be terminated, with or without cause, by either Party upon thirty (30) days’
written notice to the other Party; provided however, if this Agreement is terminated prior to its
expiration the Parties agree to continue providing services throughout the end of the month of
termination.

c. This Agreement is contingent upon EPCPH receiving annual appropriations from the Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environment for the HCP program. Appropriations occur on
October 1 of each year and expire on September 30. If appropriations are not made in any year,
EPCPH will notify DHS within ten (10) days of knowledge of non-appropriation to terminate this
Agreement.

Changes.

The Parties, from time to time, may request changes in the scope of services or pursuant to this
Agreement. Such changes that are mutually agreed upon between the Parties shall be in writing, and
upon execution shall become part of this Agreement. To be effective, all changes must be signed by
the Parties.

County Liability and Sovereign Immunity.

The Parties each agree to assume liability for its own employees’, agents’, and contractors’ actions
pursuant to this Agreement. The Parties understand that liability of the Parties is controlled and
limited by the Colorado Governmental Immunity Act (“CGIA”), C.R.S. § 24-10-101, et seq., and that
no provision of this Agreement is intended to limit or modify the application of immunity.

Insurance.
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10.

1.

12.

13.

The Parties shall at all times during the terms of this Agreement have and keep in force a liability
insurance policy with a company licensed to do business in the State of Colorado or operate a self-
insurance fund.

Governing Law/Forum/Interpretation.

This Agreement has been executed by the parties hereto on the day and year first above written and
shall be governed by the laws of the State of Colorado. Venue for any civil action relating to this
Agreement shall be in El Paso County, Colorado.

Third-Party Beneficiaries.

It is expressly understood and agreed that the enforcement of this Agreement and all rights of action
relating thereto shall be strictly reserved to the Parties. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall
give or allow any claim or right of action whatsoever by any other third person.

Assignability and Transfer.

No Party to this Agreement shall assign or otherwise transfer this Agreement or any right or
obligation hereunder without the prior written consent of the other Party.

Severability.

If any portion of this Agreement or application thereof to any Party or circumstances is held invalid,
such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the Agreement which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or applications, and to this end the provisions of this Agreement
are declared to be severable.

Waiver.

The waiver of any breach of a term, provision, or requirement of this Agreement shall not be
construed or deemed as waiver of any subsequent breach of such term, provision, or requirement,
or of any other term, provision or requirement.

Headings.

The headings of the several articles and sections of this Agreement are inserted only as a matter of
convenience and for reference and do not define or limit the scope or intent of any provisions of this
Agreement and shall not be construed to affect in any manner the terms and provisions hereof or
the interpretation or construction thereof.

Force Majeure.

No Party shall be liable for any delay in, or failure of performance of, any covenant or promise
contained in this Agreement, nor shall any delay or failure constitute default or give rise to any
liability for damages, and only to the extent that, such delay or failure is caused by "force majeure."
As used in this Agreement, "force majeure” means acts of God, acts of the public enemy, unusually
severe weather, fires, floods, epidemics, quarantines, strikes, labor disputes and freight embargoes,
to the extent such events were not the result of or were not aggravated by, the acts or omissions of
the non-performing or delayed Party.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement on the day of
, 2022 '

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS EL PASO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTOR

BY: BY: /{Q,‘/W

CHAIR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATYVE

ATTEST:

BY:

COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

BY:

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY
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