RESOLUTION NO. 22-93

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE HB22-1152: PROHIBIT EMPLOYER ADVERSE
ACTION MARIJUANA USE

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose HB22-
1152; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes HB22-1152.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing HB22-1152. '
DONE THIS 29th day of March, 2022, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO

" Vice Chair
huck Broerman El Paso County, CO
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COTORANDO

Letter Opposing HB22-1152: Prohibit Employer Adverse Board of County Commissioners

Action Marijuana Use Holly williams, District 1
March 16, 2022 Carrie Geitner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Colorado S$prings, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5

March 16, 2022

Honorable Rep. Edie Hooton
200 E Colfax, Rm 307
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Rep. Brianna Titone
200 E Colfax, Rm 307
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Legislators,

Please accept this letter of opposition, on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, to House Bill 22-1152: Prohibit
Employer Adverse Action Marijuana Use.

El Paso County is strongly opposed to this bill and would ask that it be postponed indefinitely. We have numerous concerns
about this legislation and believe that it would have a significant and detrimental impact on our county’s public, defense, and
private companies’ operations and reputation.

Many jobs in El Paso County require empioyees to operate motor vehicles, provide healthcare, or are otherwise employed in
federal jobs where marijuana use is currently illegal. The impaired mental and physical ability of individuals in safety sensitive
positions (operating heavy equipment, carrying firearms) puts the public, other county workers, and the individual’s consuming
marijuana at an increased risk of serious injury or death.

Allowing employees to use medical or recreational marijuana, either off the clock or during work hours, would result in
increased lawsuits and litigation costs resulting from the negative actions of impaired employees. Allowing employees to
consume medical marijuana during working hours would also mean that we would be forced to remove marijuana from our
drug testing panel, and as a result, would encourage marijuana use among prospective and current employees. We would not
be able to hold employees accountable for marijuana use on the job or for being under the influence on the job.

This legislation is a direct infringement of local control and would put El Paso County’s zero tolerance policy for marijuana
consumption at risk. This is an extremely misguided bill, and we ask that it be postponed indefinitely.

Thank you for your time and attention in reviewing this matter, and for your consideration as it relates to our letter of
opposition.

Sincerely,

AT, Vud o/

0

Stan vanderWerf, Chair
El Paso County Board of Commissioners



Cc: Honorable Sen. Dennis Hisey
Honorable Sen. Paul Lundeen
Honorable Sen. Larry Liston
Honorable Sen. Pete Lee
Honorable Sen. Bob Gardner
Honorable Rep. Shane Sandridge
Honorable Rep. Dave Williams
Honorable Rep. Andres Pico
Honorable Rep. Tony Exum
Honorable Rep. Marc Snyder
Honorable Rep. Tim Geitner
Honorable Rep. Terrl Carver

Honorable Rep. Mary Bradfield



