RESOLUTION NO. 22-97

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT HCR22-1003: EXTEND HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION
TO GOLD STAR SPOUSES

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on Ieglslatlon introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they support HCR22-
1003; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially supports HCR22-1003.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position supporting HCR22-1003.
DONE THIS 29t day of March, 2022, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST: " OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO

Chuck§ Voe Chair
County . Chuck Broerman El Paso County, C0
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COFORANDD

Letter Supporting HCR22-1003: Extend Homestead
Exemption To Gold Star Spouses

March 3, 2022

719-520-7276

Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade

Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Board of County Commissioners
Holly Williams, District 1

Carrie Geitner, District 2

Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Cami Bremer, District S

March 3, 2022

Honorable Rep. Tim Geitner
Colorado State Capitol

200 E Colfax, Rm. 307
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Sen. Paul Lundeen
Colorado State Capitol

200 E Colfax, Rm. 346
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Sen. Jeff Bridges
Colorado State Capitol
200 € Colfax, Rm. 346
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Legislators,

Please accept this letter of support, on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, for House Concurrent Resolution 22-
1003: Extend Homestead Exemption to Gold Star Spouses. As a Board we wholeheartedly support this resolution and believe it
helps to provide housing stability and security desperately needed for the surviving spouse of a United States armed forces
service member who died in the line of duty, or who’s death was the result of a service-related injury or disease.

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners places an extremely high value on military service and is committed to supporting
state legislative initiatives that honor active service members, veterans, and their families. El Paso County is home to one of the
highest concentrations of retired military veterans in the United States and takes pride in the fact that our county is one of the

top destinations for retirement of service members.

With property values continuing to rise in the Pikes Peak Region, and property taxes predicted to significantly increase in the
next year or so, extending this homestead exemption to Gold Star Spouses will help to ensure that families can remain in their
homes without the fear and stresses associated with financial instability after the loss of a head of household. Veterans and
their families have sacrificed so much for their communities and country. Extending this exemption makes sense and is the right

thing to do.

This Board asks the members of the House State, Civic, Military, & Veterans Affairs committee to unanimously support this
resolution and we ask that the General Assembly enact it as soon as possible.

Thank you for your time and attention in reviewing this matter, and for your consideration, as it relates to this letter of support.

Sincerel w
Stan VanderWerf, Chair Lj

El Paso County Board of Commissioners



Cc: Honorable Sen. Dennis Hisey
Honorable Sen. Paul Lundeen
Honorable Sen. Larry Liston
Honorable Sen. Pete Lee
Honorable Sen. Bob Gardner
Honorable Rep. Shane Sandridge
Honorable Rep. Dave Williams
Honorable Rep. Andres Pico

. Honorable Rep. Tony Exum
Honorable Rep. Marc Snyder
Honorable Rep. Tim Geltner
Honorable Rep. Terri Carver

Honorable Rep. Mary Bradfield



