RESOLUTION NO. 22-103

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE HB22-1244: PUBLIC PROTECTIONS FROM TOXIC
AIR CONTAMINANTS

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board®),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose HB22-
1244; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes HB22-1244.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing HB22-1244.
DONE THIS 29* day of March, 2022, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ATTEST: OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Letter Opposing HB22-1244: Board of County Commissioners
Public Protections from Toxic Air Contaminants Holly Williams, District 1
March 15, 2022 Carrie Geltner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5

March 15, 2022

Honorable Chris Kennedy
200 E Colfax

Rm 307

Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez
200 E Colfax

Rm 307

Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Julie Gonzales
200 E Colfax

Rm 346

Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Legislators,

Please accept this letter, on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, of our opposition to House Bill 22-1244: Public
Protections from Toxic Air Contaminants.

El Paso County joins other jurisdictions and organizations who have voiced strong concerns with this legislation. As a region,
one of our biggest assets is our natural beauty. As leaders, we want to keep that asset pristine and provide a healthy
environment for residents to live and recreate within. With that in mind, we feel this legisfation goes too far and has a great
probability of overly burdening our organization and others within our area.

We are particularly concerned with the broad powers this legislation vests into an unelected agency. The ability of the
commission (as outlined in the proposal) would have sweeping powers to use rule-making authority to far surpass federal
environmental regulations and pass the cost of mitigation along to businesses or large organizations like ours, In addition,
requirements regarding all major or synthetic emission sources, or including criterla pollutants, makes Colorado less
competitive to new businesses which may seek to relocate to the state. The new regulations also contradict recent legislation
and rulemaking, EPA guidelines and CDPHE work on this issue.

We also share the concern expressed by others that the long-term TAC monitoring sites will be costly and yield inconclusive
data. There are many factors which contribute to the pollution which may be detected by the monitoring station. The
legislation does not adjudicate how data will be interpreted which could be plausibly sourced by events occurring well outside
of the state’s boundaries. And yet, our organization or local businesses would be responsible for deploying costly mitigation
measures which may not address the true source of the problem.

Please do not hold us accountable for someone else’s pollution, which the TAC monitoring sites will pick up.

Thank you for taking the time to listen and understand our concerns.



Sincerely,

Stan VanderWerf, Chair
On Behalf of the El Paso Board of County Commissioners

Cc: Honorable Sen. Dennis Hisey



Honorable Sen. Paul Lundeen
Honorable Sen. Larry Liston
Honorable Sen. Pete Lee
Honorable Sen. Bob Gardner
Honorable Rep. Shane Sandridge
Honorable Rep. Dave Williams
Honorable Rep. Andres Pico
Honorable Rep. Tony Exum
Honorable Rep. Marc Snyder
Honorable Rep. Tim Geitner
Honorable Rep. Terri Carver

Honorable Rep. Mary Bradfield



