RESOLUTION NO. 22-105

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE HB22-1272: REPEAL OF ATTORNEY FEES ON
MOTIONS TO DISMISS

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose HB22-
1272; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes HB22-1272.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing HB22-1272.
DONE THIS 29th day of March, 2022, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL RASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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. Vice Chair
Chuck Broerman El Paso County, C0
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Letter Opposing HB22-1272: Repeal of Attorney Fees Board of County Commissioners
On Motions to Dismiss Holly Witilams, District 1
March 16, 2022 Carrie Geitner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5

March 16, 2022

Honorable Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez
200 E Colfax, Rm 307
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Adrienne Benavidez
200 E Colfax, Rm 307
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Julie Gonzales
200 E Colfax, Rm 346
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Robert Rodriguez
200 € Colfax, Rm 346
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Legislators,

Please accept this letter of opposition, on behalif of the Board of County Commissioners, to House Biil 22-1272: Repeal of
Attorney Fees on Motions to Dismiss.

As a Board, we are concerned by your efforts to remove the provision that aliows a defendant to be awarded reasonable
attorney fees, if a case is dismissed on motion of the defendant prior to trial. Having this guardrail in place is extremely
important to E| Paso County, as it helps to prevent frivolous lawsuits from being brought against local government entities.

Counties have limited financial resources that are best used toward ensuring high quality and uninterrupted services for
citizens. it takes both time and money to be involved in litigation and this bill would remove the pause an attorney might have
in bringing a suit, as there would no longer be the deterrent of having to pay fees if the case is dismissed.

This legislation will resuit in an increased workload for our County Attorney’s Office and will require additional staff to ensure
adequate representation. To allow for additional stakeholder discussion and review, we ask that you postpone this bill.

Thank you for your time and attention in reviewing this matter, and for your consideration as it relates to our letter of
opposition.
Sincerely,

AT ki

Stan VanderWerf, Chair
El Paso County Board of Commissioners



Cc:  Honorable Sen. Dennis leey

Honorable Sen:Paul-Luidéer

Honorable Sen. Larry Liston

Honorable Sen. Pete Lee -
_Honorable Senﬂob f A
’Honorable Rep. $hane Sandridge
Honorable Rep. Déve Willlams
| Honorable Repm Plco

Honorable Rep. %ny Exum

Honorable Rep. Marc Snyder

Honorable Rep. Tim Gelmer

Honorable Rep. Terri Carver



