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WHEREAS, libraries are a proud tradition of humanity, with origins that date back to the 7th century
BCE, and were established to capture research, protect advancements in knowledge,
and preserve the legacy of human accomplishments; and

WHEREAS, Benjamin Franklin established the first library in the new world in 1731, and libraries
were greatly expanded by 19th century American philanthropist and businessman
Andrew Camegie who single-handedly funded 1,679 libraries in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, these Americans built these libraries because they understood giving every citizen
access and the ability to educate themselves is essential to building and maintaining
a healthy republic and a free society; and

WHEREAS, libraries now also connect people fo technology, providing access to broadband
internet, computers, and other resources that are critical opportunities for advancing
education and employment; and

WHEREAS, libraries have long served as treasured institutions for all members of the community;
and

WHEREAS, libraries, librarians, and library workers are joining library supporters and advocates
across the nation to celebrate National Library Week.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of County Commissioners proclaim National
Library Week, April 3-9, 2022. During this week, we encourage residents to visit Pikes Peak Library
District and/or Security Public Library in person or online to explore the resources available. -
DONE THIS 28th day of March 2022 at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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