RESOLUTION NO. 22-159

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE SB22-206: DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND
RECOVERY RESOURCES

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose SB22-
206; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes SB22-206.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing SB22-206.
DONE THIS 17th day of May, 2022, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY COLORADO

By: o [%
Chair

Chuck Broerman El Paso County, (0
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Letter Opposing SB22-206: Disaster Preparedness Board of County Commissioners
And Recovery Resources Holly Williams, District 1
May 10, 2022 Carrie Geitner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S, Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5

May 10, 2022

Honorable Stephen Fenberg
200 E Colfax, Room 346
Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Judy Amabile
200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203

Cc: El Paso County Delegation
Honorable Legislators,

Please accept this letter of opposition, on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, to Senate Bill 22-206: Disaster
Preparedness And Recovery Resources. While the intention of this bill is commendable, discussions around the inclusion of an
amendment to address the hardening of structures and parcels within the wildland-urban interface (WUI) is what is leading this
board to voice opposition.

The amendment in question is L.004 and is concerning to us for several different reasons. These include the creation of an
unfunded mandate, the dilution of local control, and the associated costs on housing that would result from code enforcement.
The creation of the Wildfire Resiliency Code Board (Board) adds another unnecessary layer of bureaucracy and places broad
discretionary power around developing new codes and standards in the hands of a small group of people.

The codes, which would be required to be in place by July of 2024, will add complexity, cost, and confusion where it’s not
needed. Under this legislation, the board is responsible for establishing the necessary procedures for certification of plan
reviewers and inspection staff, which will result in additional costs being incurred to meet that standard.

El Paso County’s local building official is concerned with the additional regulation that local jurisdictions will take on with this
bill, as well as the time and cost associated with additional reviews and inspections. Local control is a critical component of the
development process in El Paso County. Any state involvement would slow that process down at a time when we’re trying to
figure out ways to provide attainable housing to a rapidly increasing population.

If this legislation is to move forward, we would ask that this effort be turned into a study bill, so that additional stakeholder work
can be done. As we’ve seen over the past few years, wildfires can devastate communities within the WUI. While we want to
ensure that our residents are protected from the threat of wildfires, we strongly believe that the best and most informed decisions
should be left to local communities and not a state appointed board.

Thank you for your consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,

Cornr. & st

Carrie Geitner, Molber
El Paso Board of County Commissioners




