RESOLUTION NO. 22-160

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE SB22-225: AMBULANCE SERVICE
SUSTAINABILITY AND STATE LICENSING

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose SB22-
225; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes SB22-225.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing SB22-225.
DONE THIS 17th day of May, 2022, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Letter Opposing $B22-225: Ambulance Service Board of County Commissioners

Sustainability And State Licensing Holly Williams, District 1

May 10, 2022 Carrie Geitner, District 2

719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3

Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5

May 10, 2022

Honorable Rachel Zenzinger Honorable Larry Liston Honorable Dylan Roberts
200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203
Honorable Mark Baisley
200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203

Cc: El Paso County Delegation
Honorable Legislators,

Please accept this letter of opposition, on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, to Senate Bill 22-225: Ambulance
Service Sustainability and State Licensing. The model proposed in this bill is not a good fit with El Paso County’s current
model and would result in less flexible and responsive local ambulance services. While there might be the need for state
oversight with smaller jurisdictions, we believe the local control in the decision-making process better aligns with determining
the needs of our diverse geographic county.

In speaking with El Paso County’s Ambulance Licensing Officer, this legislation would take away local authority/decision
making around minimum standards for the operation of an ambulance service. While counties are required to verify that an
ambulance service has a valid state license before granting an ambulance services authorization, the state is still unnecessarily
centralizing control over minimum education and experience standards for ambulance service administrators, minimum general
liability insurance coverage levels, and fees for ambulance service applications and licenses.

Currently, we can customize what each ambulance carries for equipment and medication, based upon each ambulance mission,
and want to be able to retain that authority. An ambulance that is in service to take nursing home patients in between facilities has
a completely different mission from one that responds to 911 emergencies. Any regulation that results in costs being passed to the
patient is not the right fit for El Paso County.

This bill also expands state bureaucracy by requiring that operators be licensed by the Department of Public Health and
Environment (CDPHE), as well as creating the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) System Sustainability Task Force to make
recommendations regarding the regulatory structure for ambulance services. The fiscal note to this bill indicates that CDPHE will
incur application processing fee costs to license operators. These costs will not be simply absorbed by the provider but will
become the burden of the individual needing to utilize the service.

This bill is not the right path forward for El Paso County. Our geographic boundaries include both urban and rural populations,
which have differing needs and access to services. While a bill like this might not have a huge impact within the Colorado
Springs city limits, it could be the difference between having and not having reliable ambulance services for our citizens in
Calhan, Ramah, Rush, and Yoder. For this reason, and the reasons listed above, we ask that SB22-225 be postponed indefinitely
to allow for additional stakeholder engagement and feedback.

Sincerely,
Carrie Geitnef, Member

El Paso Board of County Commissioners



