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as Independence Day

WHEREAS, on July 4, 1776, the founders of our great nation signed the Declaration of Independence,
publicly announcing to the world the unanimous decision of the American colonies to
declare themselves free and independent states, absolved from any allegiance to Great
Britain; and

WHEREAS, in complete contrast to the British government at that time, the founders sought to build a
nation based on the ideals of freedom, representation, and that governments derive their
powers from the consent of the govemed; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of the Declaration of Independence was an act of extraordinary political
courage by a diverse group of 56 people that included lawyers, merchants, musicians,
farmers, and a minister who boldly proclaimed that "[w]e hoid these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”; and

WHEREAS, the act of signing the dedatﬁtion was viewed as Treason by the British monarch;

nonetheless the Delegates representing their respective states mutually pledged fo each
other “our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”; and

WHEREAS, with the signing of this declaration, war was declared and valiantly fought over these ideals
for seven years, finally ending in victory with the signing of the Treaty of Paris on September
3, 1783; and

WHEREAS, in 1981, during an address at Yorktown, Ronald Reagan stated, “Our Declaration of
Independence has been copied by emerging nations around the globe, its themes adopted
in places many of us have never heard of. Here in this land, for the first time, it was decided
that man is bom with certain God-given rights. We the people declared that government is
created by the people for their own convenience.”; and

WHEREAS, the ringing phrases of the Declaration of Independence speak to all those who strive for
liberty and seek to vindicate the principles of self-govemment. But it was an aged John
Adams who, when he was asked to prepare a statement on the 50th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence, delivered two words that still convey our great hope every
Fourth of July: "Independence Forever.”; and

WHEREAS, on this day, we recognize that the 4% of July is a celebration of freedoms bestowed by God,
recognized by our nation’s founders, and that are now defended every day by the past and
present dedicated men and women of the United States armed forces.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, hereby Proclaims
July 4% as Independence Day in El Paso County and urges all residents to celebrate the birth of this nation.

DONE THIS 28" day of June 2022 at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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