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RESOLUTION NO. 23-18

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION ALLOWING STAFF TO COMMUNICATE BOARD POSITION TO
CONSULTANT ON CERTAIN LEGISLATION WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. § 30-10-302, the Board of County Commissioners of the
County of El Paso, State of Colorado ("Board"), has the authority to establish rules related
to the Board's business; and

WHEREAS, El Paso County, as a statutory subdivision of the State of Colorado, exists to
provide essential services required for the health, safety, and welfare of the residents living
within its borders; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso County,
acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state law, recognizes
the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators debate and set policy at
the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County'’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests of the
citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may choose
to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced in the Colorado
General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, that official position of support or opposition allows El Paso County’s
govemment affairs representative to advocate on behalf of the County’s interests at the
state capitol; and

WHEREAS, the Board has previously provided direction to staff that all official positions of
support or opposition must be taken during a publicly noticed open meeting; and

WHEREAS, the Board currently meets once per week and recognizes the time sensitive
nature around legislation being considered by the General Assembly, and that the time that
can elapse between when the Board takes a position and when a bill is being heard in
committee and/or voted on can prevent the County’s interests from being fully considered:;
and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Board to react as quickly as possible to legislation being
- debated in the General Assembly, this resolution hereby gives staff the authority to act in
accordance with the direction provided on Exhibit A, and allows for direct communication
with the County’s government affairs representative directing them to advocate for or
against any bill that meets the following criteria or standard, as set forth in Exhibit A; and
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WHEREAS, positions on legislation transmitted by staff to the County’s government affairs
representative shall be confirmed by the Board’s designated Legislative Liaison
Commissioner, and county staff shall update the Board of when such authority was invoked
in a future publicly noticed Board of County Commissioners meeting.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the El Paso County Board of County
Commissioners, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, adopts this
resolution for the 2023 General Assembly session and approves the authority outlined in
Exhibit A to allow staff to quickly respond to legislation being introduced and debated in the
Colorado General Assembly.

DONE THIS 10th day of January 2023, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Exhibit A:

Board Direction Received Under This Resolution to Support

Legislation that maintains or improves the County’s transportation system without
raising taxes.

Legislation that maintains or enhances the County’s ability to self-govern and limits
state and federal government interference in local affairs.

Legislation that maintains or enhances public safety and security, like fully funding
the El Paso County Sheriff Office’s Behavioral Health Connect Unit (BHCON).
Legislation which gives Commissioners greater permissive options to refund TABOR
overages to a larger portion of the population.

Legislation that supports Colorado veterans, first responders, and their families,
including expanding the Homestead Property Tax exemption to the direct surviving
family member of a first responder killed in the line of duty.

Legislation that enhances economic strength by supporting a strong local economy,
removing barriers to business, promoting tourism, retaining local talent in the
workforce, and maintaining low taxes.

Permissive legislation that allows the County to address illegal drug operations,
human trafficking, or other illicit businesses.

Legislation that results in more efficient and streamlined review periods for state
government agencies. '

Legislation that reduces the cost of housing for residents.

Legislation that eases the requirements on criminal justice related bills that were
passed during previous legislative sessions.

Legislation that supports and/or enhances election integrity.

Legislation that continues to fund the Senior Homestead Exemption.

Legislation that reforms and eases burdens placed on the County through the Equal
Pay Act.

Legislation that makes the receipt of any state funds above the county’s TABOR cap
optional.

Legislation that protects businesses against COVID-19 related lawsuits.

Any legislation on which Colorado Counties Incorporated (CCI) takes a support
position that is supported by a majority of El Paso County Commissioners on
regularly scheduled CCI Legislative calls.

Any legislation in which a majority of El Paso County Commissioners express
support for during the public exercise of their duties or in a public setting.

Board Direction Received Under This Resolution to Oppose

Legislation that imposes a legal requirement mandating the County to undertake a
specific activity or to provide a specific service without appropriating enough funding
to accomplish the activity or service.



Legislation that impacts El Paso County residents by infringing on their Second
Amendment right to keep and bear arms.

Legislation that results in additional workload for County staff or puts the safety of
citizens at risk.

Legislation that interferes with law enforcement’s ability to carry out its duties.
Legislation that undermines protections afforded to employees under the doctrine of
qualified immunity.

Legislation that unnecessarily burdens the County jail or makes it more difficult for
the District Attorney’s Office to prosecute criminal behavior.

Legislation that diminishes the County’s ability to retain catastrophic insurance
coverage.

Legislation that encourages employee collective bargaining or unionization.
Legislation that mandates how employees commute to and from work.

Legislation that arbitrarily sets greenhouse gas reduction benchmarks.

Legislation that forces employers to require their employees to receive the COVID-
19 vaccine.

Legislation which funds a new service or operation, but such appropriation is above
the County’s TABOR cap.

Any legislation on which Colorado Counties Incorporated (CCl) takes an oppose
position that is opposed by a majority of El Paso County Commissioners on regularly
scheduled CCI calls.

Any legislation in which a majority of the El Paso County Commissioners express
opposition during the public exercise of their duties or in a public setting.



