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Cc: El Paso County Delegation
Honorable Legislators,

Please accept this letter of opposition, on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, to House Bill 23-1115: Repeal
Prohibition Local Residential Rent Control. If this legislation passes, it will have significant and negative economic impacts
on both citizens and businesses across the State of Colorado.

While HB23-1115 is being presented by proponents as “permissive” and a tool for local governments to retain “local control”,
the bill subtly lays the groundwork for future state intervention in housing and will exasperate the housing shortfalls that are
being felt statewide.

This legislation is inconsistent with the themes around affordability being advocated by the Polis Administration, and the
Governor himself is skeptical that imposing rent control will create more affordable housing units. If you remember, the
Governor opposed a rent stabilization component of a mobile home protection bill that was introduced last year.

Implementing rent control will create a disincentive for both developers and investors looking to expand housing opportunities in
Colorado. A 2019 study conducted by Stanford University suggested that rent control measures negatively affected the city’s
stock of low-income housing. Both California and New York have implemented rent control laws, but average rents in New York
City and the Bay Area easily exceed $3,000 per month.

In a time of record inflation and increasing economic uncertainty, rent control legislation will only add to the financial pressures
being felt by businesses and employees. Quality of life is a critical component of happiness and success, and while there is no
denying that housing supply and affordability are top issues for residents of Colorado, there will come a point when people begin
leaving the state because they cannot afford to live, work, and play here.

Rent control legislation is not the solution to the housing issues Colorado is facing. Giving municipalities the ability to regulate
prices will shrink housing supply, the available workforce, and ultimately the economy. This bill is not the right path forward for
Colorado, and we ask that it be postponed indefinitely to allow for additional stakeholder engagement to occur.

Sincerely,

Carrie Geitner, @ Chair
El Paso Board of County Commissioners




