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March 8, 2023 

 

Honorable Tom Sullivan 

200 E Colfax, Room 346 

Denver, CO 80203 

 

Honorable Steve Fenberg 

200 E Colfax, Room 346 

Denver, CO 80203 

 

 

Honorable Jennifer Bacon 

200 E Colfax, Room 307 

Denver, CO 80203 

 

                Honorable Mike Weissman 

                   200 E Colfax, Room 307 

                       Denver, CO 80203 

 

 

Cc: El Paso County Delegation 

 

Honorable Legislators, 

 

On behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, please accept this letter voicing opposition to Senate Bill 23-170: Extreme 

Risk Protection Order Petitions.  

 

It’s clear that the intent of the bill sponsors is to detect issues that could result in an individual either hurting themselves or others 

and prevent it from occurring. While this is an admirable and logical goal, the focus should be to ensure that individuals who are 

dealing with mental health issues have access to the resources they need. 

 

Licensed educators are not trained mental health professionals and may not have the expertise to correctly identify, and report 

nuanced mental health behavior that may result in the suspension of someone’s rights. Others contemplated in this bill, such as 

medical and mental health care providers require a certain level of trust to work effectively with patients. Injecting teachers and 

medical providers into highly charged takings carries a high risk of destroying the trust on which these people rely. If teachers 

and health professionals observe concerning behavior, they already have avenues to notify authorities without directly engaging 

in court proceedings.   

 

We urge lawmakers to focus on the factors contributing to mental health instability in our state and identifying long-term ways to 

promote the resiliency and well-being of residents. We ask that this legislation be postponed indefinitely.  

 

Sincerely,   

 

 

            ____________________________________   

            Carrie Geitner, Vice-Chair 

            El Paso Board of County Commissioners 

              

 


