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RESOLUTION NO. 23-80

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE HB23-1165: COUNTY AUTHORITY TO PROHIBIT
FIREARMS DISCHARGE

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose HB23-
1165; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes HB23-1165.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing HB23-1165.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO




EL Pasof B County

COLORADO

Letter Opposing HB23-1165: County Authority Board of County Commissioners
To Prohibit Firearms Discharge Holly Williams, District 1
March 3, 2023 Carrle Gelitner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S, Cascade Longinos Gonzaley, Jr., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5
March 3, 2023
Honorable Judy Amabile Honorable Karen McCormick Honorable Sonya Jaquez Lewis
200 E Colfax, Room 307 200 E Colfax, Room 307 200 E Colfax, Room 346
Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203

Cc: El Paso County Delegation
Honorable Legislators,

Please accept this letter of opposition, on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, to House Bill 23-1165: County
Authority to Prohibit Firearms Discharge.

It seems that the root issue attempting to be addressed through this legislation is not the discharge of a firearm on private
property, but the further urbanization of unincorporated areas by people who demand that longtime landowners change how they
use their property.

House Bill 23-1165 inadvertently strikes at the heart of what many counties in Colorado are facing: tension between people who
have long lived in rural areas and new residents who either move to the state for the “rural” lifestyle or are pushed into
ugincorporated areas by increased urbanization. If a Board of County Commissioners chooses to enact the authority granted in
this bill, they become bound by very specific parameters around enforcement.

A truly permissive bill would allow local elected officials to work through this complex issue with a full range of population
density or parcel size options, while balancing the lawful exercise of a person’s constitutional rights.

El Paso County is not the only county government that shares these sentiments. The membership of Colorado Counties, Inc.
recently voted to oppose this bill and there was collective concern over the implications of it, shogld it be signed inio law.

Given the singular parameter that HB23-1165 provides, we feel that it should be postponed indefinitely.

Sincerely,

Carrie Geitner, V; joe X i
El Paso Board of E6unty Commissioners
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Attachment




