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RESOLUTION NO. 23-82

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE SB23-166: ESTABLISHMENT OF A WILDFIRE
RESILIENCY CODE BOARD

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose SB23-
166; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes SB23-166.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing SB23-166.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Letter Opposing $823-166: Establishment of A Board of County Commissloners
wildfire Resiliency Code Board Holly Williams, District 1
March 3, 2023 Carrie Geftner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Lolorado Springs, CO 80303 Cami Bremer, District 5
March 3, 2023
Honorable Lisa Cutter Honorable Tony Exum Honorable Meg Froelich
200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203 - Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203
Honorable Elizabeth Velasco

200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203

Cc: El Pnso County Delegation
Honorable Legislators,

Please accept this letter of opposition, on behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, to Senate Bill 23-166: Establishment.
of A Wildfire Resiliency Code Board. Our concern about the broad nature of this legislation is hard to overstate, and it could
have far reaching negative impacts for residents.

Decisions around minimum codes and standards should be left to the discretion of local governments. El Paso County is very
different from Colorado’s mountain communities and municipalities on the Western Slope and should not be forced into
expensive measures on things like building materials and defensible space.

As you’re aware, wildland urban interfaces (WUI) include vegetative features found in abundance in El Paso County, including
woods and grasslands. If the unelected and unaccountable board (described in the bill) were to designate a WUI as an area within
1,000 or 1,500 feet of these features, large areas of both incorporated and unincorporated EPC would be subject to vastly more
expensive building or renovation codes and homeowner insnrance rates. If this unelected and unaccountable board uses a WUI
definition that encompasses larger areas then is already contemplated as a WUI, the impact to residents will grow exponentially.

In addition, without clarity on the enforcement side, it may fall on counties to enforce the defensible space provisions of this bill.
El Paso County would he forced to hire additional code enforcement staff to enforce provisions dictated by this law and its board.

El Paso County is committed to protecting its residents and this legislation is the wrong solution for Colorado. For this reason,
and the reasons listed above, we ask that it be postponed indefinitely.

Sincerely,

El Paso Board of Coulfy Commissioners

Resolution No. 23-82
Attachment




