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: RESOLUTION NO. 23-83

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE SB23-168: GUN VIOLENCE VICTIMS’ ACCESS TO
JUDICIAL SYSTEM

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose SB23-
168; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,

attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes SB23-168. '

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing SB23-168. .

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Letter Opposing SB23-168: Gun Violence Board of County Commissioners
Victims' Access To Judicial System Holly Williams, District 1
March 8, 2023 Carrie Geitner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, r., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5
March 8, 2023
Honorable Sonya Jaquez Lewis Honorable Chris Kolker Honorable Javier Mabrey
200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Jennifer Parenti
200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203

Cec: El Paso County Delegation
Honorable Legislators,

On behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, please accept this letter voicing opposition to Senate Bill 23-168: Gun
Violence Victims’ Access to Judicial System.

Colorado’s current standard for initiating civil action against a firearm industry member is most comparable to the federal
government’s protection afforded to internet service providers from liability for certain content created by third-party users.
Generally speaking, content posted by a third-party user on an internet platform is treated differently because a person is
exercising a constitutional right. However, when a third-party user violates an existing law on an internet platform, that person
can be sued for their actions without implicating the service provider. This is an important distinction between those that may
view this issue similarly to an opioid lawsuit or the idea of someone suing an automobile manufacturer when their product is used
in a crime. Businesses that facilitate the lawful exercise of a constitutional right may warrant protections against frivolous
lawsuits specifically designed to curb that right.

That is why the United States Congress passed the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act with bipartisan support. Gun
control advocates sought to leverage the civil litigation process to secure policies voters or legislative bodies rejected. Existing
limits on product liability actions are a critical component of ensuring that businesses that provide a specific product or service
can do so without the fear of being held responsible for another’s evil or reckless decisions. The passage of SB23-168 would
effectively lay the groundwork for this strong-arm tactic in Colorado and would raise serious constitutional questions.

SB 23-168 invents a new form of product liability subject to a 5-year statute of limitations for the purpose of subjecting
manufacturers of firearms or ammunition to extraordinary liability. Its passage would also force companies in Colorado to take a
hard look at whether it is worth continuing to do business in the state and could result in hundreds of current and future jobs
being lost while simultaneously abridging Coloradans’ Second Amendment rights.

Businesses should not be held liable for the bad choices of an individual or group of people. We ask that this legislation be
postponed indefinitely.

Sincerely,
Comer. & b A

Carrie Geitner{ Vice-Chair Resolution No. 23-83
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