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RESOLUTION NO. 23-84

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE SB23-169: INCREASING MINIMUM AGE TO
PURCHASE FIREARMS

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose SB23-
169; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes SB23-169.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing SB23-169.

DONE THIS 21st day of March, 2023, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Letter Opposing SB23-169: Increasing Minimum Board of County Commissioners
Age to Purchase Firearms Holly Williams, District 1
March 8, 2023 Carrie Geitner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, Jr., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5
March 8, 2023
Honorable Kyle Mullica Honorable Jessie Danielson Honorable Monica Duran
200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203
Honorable Eliza Hamrick
200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203

Cc: El Paso County Delegation
Honorable Legislators,

On behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, please accept this letter voicing opposition to Senate Bill 23-169: Increasing
Minimum Age to Purchase Firearms. This legislation lessens a citizen’s right to keep and bear arms and to provide necessary
protection for self-defense until they reach an arbitrary age.

With crime continuing to rise in Colorado, self-defense is more important than ever. Restricting how an adult can protect
themselves is extremely short sighted. Furthermore, the very exceptions in the bill call into question the arbitrary nature of this
restriction: a person is mature enough to operate a firearm “serving in conformance with the policies of the United States Armed
Forces” or “is a peace officer...and serving in conformance with the policies of the employing agency.” It is curious that the
same person tasked with defending the Constitution of the State of Colorado or the United States would be prohibited from
owning and operating the same item outside of the scope of their employment. The inverse of that logic was used to grant 18-
year-olds the right to vote with the ratification of the 26" Amendment on July 1, 1971.

Like with SB23-170, we urge lawmakers to focus on the factors contributing to mental health instability in our state and
identifying long-term ways to promote the resiliency and well-being of residents. We ask that this legislation be postponed
indefinitely.

Sincerely,

Carrie Geitner( Vice-Chair

El Paso Board of County Commissioners
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