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RESOLUTION NO. 23-85

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

' RESOLUTION TO OPPOSE SB23-170: EXTREME RISK PROTECTION ORDER
PETITIONS

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 30-10-101(1), 30-11-103, and 30-11-107, the
Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado (“County” or “Board”),
has the legislative authority to manage the concerns of the County and to exercise
such other and further powers as are conferred by law; and

WHEREAS, the Board, as duly elected representatives of the citizens of El Paso
County, acknowledging those powers and responsibilities originating through state
law, recognizes the importance of the County’s voice being heard when legislators
debate and set policy at the state level; and

WHEREAS, the Board is committed to supporting legislation that aligns with El Paso
County’s Strategic Plan and opposing legislation that goes against the best interests
of the citizens they represent; and

WHEREAS, the Board, in its capacity as a duly elected decision-making body, may
choose to take an official position of support or opposition on legislation introduced
in the Colorado General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, the Board previously provided direction to staff that they oppose SB23-
170; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to ratify its direction by way of formal letter,
attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners,
State of Colorado, County of El Paso, hereby officially opposes SB23-170.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board formally adopts the attached letter as its
official position opposing SB23-170.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Letter Opposing SB23-170: Extreme Risk Board of County Commiissioners
Protection Order Petitions Holly Williams, District 1
March 8, 2023 Carrie Geitner, District 2
719-520-7276 Stan VanderWerf, District 3
Centennial Hall, 200 S. Cascade Longinos Gonzalez, r., District 4
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 Cami Bremer, District 5
March 8, 2023
Honorable Tom Sullivan Honorable Steve Fenberg Honorable Jennifer Bacon
200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 346 200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203 Denver, CO 80203

Honorable Mike Weissman
200 E Colfax, Room 307
Denver, CO 80203

Cec: El Paso County Delegation
Honorable Legislators,

On behalf of the Board of County Commissioners, please accept this letter voicing opposition to Senate Bill 23-170: Extreme
Risk Protection Order Petitions.

It’s clear that the intent of the bill sponsors is to detect issues that could result in an individual either hurting themselves or others
and prevent it from occurring. While this is an admirable and logical goal, the focus should be to ensure that individuals who are
dealing with mental health issues have access to the resources they need.

Licensed educators are not trained mental health professionals and may not have the expertise to correctly identify, and report
nuanced mental health behavior that may result in the suspension of someone’s rights. Others contemplated in this bill, such as
medical and mental health care providers require a certain level of trust to work effectively with patients. Injecting teachers and
medical providers into highly charged takings carries a high risk of destroying the trust on which these people rely. If teachers
and health professionals observe concerning behavior, they already have avenues to notify authorities without directly engaging
in court proceedings.

We urge lawmakers to focus on the factors contributing to mental health instability in our state and identifying long-term ways to
promote the resiliency and well-being of residents. We ask that this legislation be postponed indefinitely.

Sincerely,
Q/VV\-L )
Carrie Geitner e-Chair
El Paso Board of County Commissioners
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