RESOLUTION NO. 23-229

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION TO AMEND SECTION 3. FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF HEARING
REFEREES FOR THE 2023 EL PASO COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

WHEREAS, pursuant to C.R.S. 39-8-102(2)(i), the Board of County Commissioners of
El Paso County, Colorado (“BOCC”) in its capacity as the El Paso County Board of
Equalization (“BOE”) may appoint independent referees, who are experienced in property
valuation, to conduct property valuation appeal hearings on behalf of the BOE; and

WHEREAS, in 2017, pursuant to Resolution 17-141, the BOCC authorized the El Paso
County Attorney or County Attorney designee to recommend reappointment for future
property tax valuation appeal hearings for those referees who remain qualified and in
good standing without the need to advertise and interview for the positions. The County
Attorney has indicated this is the case as to all referees then appointed and recommended
for reappointment herein; and

WHEREAS, the BOCC previously adopted Resolution No. 23-205 which appointed seven
(7) referees to serve on the Board of Equalization for the 2023 appeal season; and

WHEREAS, the referees have been compensated at sixty-five ($65.00) dollars per hour
previously, with no increase, for at least the past eleven years; and

WHEREAS, the BOCC now desires to amend Resolution No. 23-205, section 3., to adjust
the compensation for the referees to eighty dollars ($80.00) per hour worked on those
days they are scheduled to conduct hearings which is consistent with other similar
jurisdictions as El Paso County; and

WHEREAS, the BOCC, pursuant to Resolution 16-389 and in its capacity as the BOE,
resolved that the recommendations of the referees hearing property valuation appeals
are the final action of the BOE pursuant to C.R.S. 39-8-102(2)(i), unless within four (4)
days after the BOE hearing, the El Paso County Assessor requests a review.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners of El
Paso County, Colorado as follows:

1. The BOCC hereby appoints the following seven (7) persons to sit as referees for
the 2023 property valuation appeal hearings on behalf of the El Paso County
Board of Equalization pursuant to C.R.S. 39-8-102(2)(i):

Erika M. Kaiser (previously appointed Resolution No. 23-169)
Paul Turner (previously appointed Resolution No. 23-169)
Anthony (Tony) Cichello (previously appointed Resolution No. 23-169)
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Tim McFarland (previously appointed Resolution No. 23-169)
Robert LaBree (previously appointed Resolution No. 23-192)

John Cordasco (previously appointed Resolution No. 23-205)
Jim Tiedemann (previously appointed Resolution No. 23-205)

2. The referees shall serve at the pleasure of the BOE and may be removed at any
time with or without good cause shown.

3. The referees shall receive eight dollars ($80.00) per hour worked on those days
they are scheduled to conduct hearings. No additional remuneration shall be paid
for travel, meals, or other expenses. Referees are not employees of El Paso
County.

4. When a hearing is: (1) withdrawn without prior notice to the referee; or (2)
abbreviated because a stipulation has been reached or a taxpayer has requested
administrative denial (a.k.a. “protective denial®), referees shall be compensated
the greater of actual hours worked, or a minimum of two (2) hours per day.

5. The referees shall avoid actual or perceived conflicts of interest, impropriety, and
the appearance of impropriety and shall automatically disqualify themselves from
hearing a particular matter if their decision would confer on them any benefit, direct
or indirect, financial or others. Referees shall discharge their duties professionally.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners hereby approves
and authorizes the El Paso County Attorney or County Attorney designee to recommend
for reappointment for future property tax valuation appeal hearing seasons those referees
who remain qualified and in good standing without the need to advertise and interview for
the positions.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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By:
Cami Bremer, Chair
Board of County Commissioners




