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RESOLUTION NO. 24 — 163

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO

RESOLUTION APPROVING A REFUND OF PARK FEES TO SR LAND, LLC

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolutions 22-324 and 22-325 Amended, El Paso County agreed to
refund to SR Land, LLC Urban Park fees of $21,600.00 and $29,952.00, for a total of $51,552.00,
upon construction and installation of the required neighborhood parks; and

WHEREAS, related neighborhood park amenities have been constructed and installed, and the
neighborhood park sites were inspected for completion by El Paso County Parks and Community
Services staff; and

WHEREAS, Parks and Community Services staff confirms that the requirements of the Sterling
Ranch Homestead Filing No. 2 and Branding Iron Filing No. 2 Urban Park Lands Agreements
have been met and exceeded through the construction and installation of the neighborhood parks;
and

WHEREAS, Parks and Community Services staff further recommends that El Paso County refund
the Urban Park Fees in the required combined amount of $51,552.00.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO
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Cami Bremer, Chair




Resolution No. 24-163

Attachment EL PASO COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS: HOLLY WILLIAMS
CAMI1 BREMER (CHAIR) COLORADO STAN VANDERWERF
CARRIE GEITNER (VICE -CHAIR) LONGINOS GONZALEZ, JR.

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

February 13, 2024

Ms. Andrea Barlow

Principal

N.E.S. Inc.

619 North Cascade Avenue, Suite 200
Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Subject: Letter of Acceptance — Homestead at Sterling Ranch Filing No. 2 and Branding Iron at Sterling Ranch Filing
No. 2 Park Lands Agreements

Hello Andrea,

On February 4, 2020, the El Paso County Board of County Commissioners approved the Homestead at Sterling Ranch
Filing No. 2 and Branding Iron at Sterling Ranch Filing No. 2 Park Lands Agreements. The agreements stipulated that the developer
construct urban park amenities in both filings and along the future alignment of the Sand Creek Primary Regional Trail in lieu and
in excess of $29,952 (Homestead Filing No. 2) and $21,600 (Branding Iron Filing No. 2) in Urban Park Fees.

On November 21, 2019, plans were submitted to the Parks Planning Division of the Parks and Community Services
Department outlining in detail the proposed layout and amenities of Homestead Park and Branding Iron Park and the adjacent
- sections of the Sand Creek Primary Regional Trail, thus satisfying one requirement of the park lands agreement process. Parks
Planning staff reviewed the plans and deemed them acceptable to fulfill the requirements of the agreement.

In compliance with Section 1.f of the Park Lands Agreements, on June 23, 2022, Parks Planning staff inspected the park
locations, and found that no park or trail amenities had been constructed or installed. Each site contained a stormwater detention
facility with intermittent native vegetation growth; however, no park amenities were present at either site. Photographs were
taken to document the inspected condition of each proposed park site.

Section 1.e of the Park Lands Agreements states, “The Park Improvements shall be fully completed within two years of
the execution of this Agreement. If not completed within two years, the Urban Park Fees in the amount of $29,952 (Homestead
Filing No. 2)/$21,600 (Branding Iron Filing No. 2) will be immediately paid to the County by the Property Owner. If the above-
mentioned conditions are not satisfied within the two-year period, El Paso County Parks will not consider future applications
within Sterling Ranch until the improvements have been completed or fees have been paid.”

On July 14, 2022, an Urban Park Fee Request Letter was sent to the applicant, formally requesting the payments of
$29,952 and $21,600 in Urban Park Fees for Homestead Filing No. 2 and Branding iron No. 2, respectively. The applicant requested
a meeting with El Paso County Parks staff, which took place on August 3, 2022. A verbal agreement was reached, and a one-year
extension would be granted to the applicant stipulating the completion of urban park amenities in the aforementioned filings at
Sterling Ranch. In addition, payment of Urban Park Fees would be made to El Paso County, and the funds secured in escrow for
release at a later date, upon completion and acceptance of the agreement provisions.

On September 2, 2022, a check in the combined total amount of $51,552 was received from SR Land, LLC, which was
placed in escrow, and on September 14, 2023, the Park Lands Agreement extension request was endorsed by the El Paso County
Park Advisory Board. Furthermore, on September 27, 2022, the El Paso County Board of County Commissioners passed Resolution
23-325 officially granting the applicant one year to complete the required urban park amenities, to be completed on or before
September 27, 2023.



On September 19, 2023, Loren Moreland, Vice President and Project Manager for Classic Homes, notified El Paso County
Parks staff of the completion of the agreed-upon park amenities at Homestead Filing No. 2 and Branding Iron Filing No. 2. Per the
requirements of the Park Lands Agreements, a site inspection was conducted on Friday, October 13t by Parks Planning staff and
Mr. Moreland. Staff found the parks and associated sidewalk networks to be well planned and constructed, noting such park
amenities as a playground with slides, swings, and various climbing structures, park benches, trash receptacles, and landscaping
to include concrete sidewalks, turf lawns and natural vegetation areas, trees, bushes, and mulch ground covering. Photographs
of each site are included with this Letter of Acceptance.

El Paso County Parks appreciates SR Land, LLC, Sterling Ranch Metropolitan District, and Classic Homes’ efforts to correct
the shortcomings of the original Park Lands Agreements by introducing a well-planned network of urban recreational amenities
to the citizens of El Paso County and the residents of Sterling Ranch. Therefore, in conclusion, El Paso County Parks and
Community Services finds that the applicant has satisfied the requirements of the Sterling Ranch Homestead Filing No. 2 and
Branding Iron Filing No. 2 Urban Park Lands Agreements through the construction and installation of the neighborhood parks,
thus meeting and exceeding the required combined amount of $51,552. As such, the paid and escrowed Urban Park Fees in the
amount of $51,552 will be refunded in full to the applicant shortly.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Ross A. Williams

Park Pianner

Parks Planning Division

Parks and Community Services Department

rosswilliams@elpasoco.com

Cc: Todd Marts, Director, Parks and Community Services
Brian Bobeck, Park Operations Division Manager
Jason Meyer, Parks Planning Division Manager
Lori Seago, Senior Assistant County Attorney, County Attorney’s Office

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80905
WWW.COMMUNITYSERVICES.ELPASOCO.COM

2002 CREEK CROSSING STREET
OFFICE: (719) 520-7529
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Branding Iron at Sterling Ranch Filing No. 2
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