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WHEREAS, National Small Business Week recognizes the many contributions of America’s entrepreneurs and
small business owners; and

WHEREAS, small businesses are the backbone our communities and the American economy, employing more
than half our nation’s workers, enriching our Main Streets, making parts and products in America
to bolster our supply chains, building our nation's infrastructure, and innovating and inventing the
products of tomorrow; and

WHEREAS, entrepreneurship continues to be one of the best pathways to the American Dream, evidenced by
the historic small business boom, with a record 16.5 million Americans applying to start a business
since January 2021, including 6.5 million last year; and

WHEREAS, small businesses face many risks, especially in an uncertain economy. Through hard work and
determination, small businesses throughout El Paso County have overcome financial risks, supply
chain issues and business interruptions due to severe weather events, wildfires, and lockdowns
imposed by the State; and

WHEREAS, without those willing to start and contribute to smalt businesses, and without those local resources
which strive so hard to support their growth, a significant share of El Paso County's and this nation’s
economy would be dramatically reduced and unable to function; and

WHEREAS, the Pikes Peak Smaill Business Development Center (SBDC) exists to help existing and new
businesses grow and prosper with free one-on-one consulting, free or low-cost educational
seminars and events to help existing businesses and aspiring entrepreneurs and the Better
Business Bureau of Southem Colorado (BBB) has advanced marketplace trust between
consumers and businesses by establishing and monitoring ethical marketplace standards and
behavior, consumer guidance, education and support, and business resources; and

WHEREAS, various area chambers, including the Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC, Tri-Lakes Chamber,
Manitou Springs Chamber, Eastem Plains Chamber, Fountain Valley Chamber, Colorado Springs
Black Chamber, Southem Colorado Women's Chamber, Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber, and
our newest chamber, the Philippine American Chamber, have a shared mission to achieve
economic prosperity for our region; and

WHEREAS, small business owners and prospective business owners are encouraged to attend special events
April 28" through May 4" throughout the community and take the opportunity to learn more about
topics such as business marketing, the future of business, and creating a positive work culture as
an employee retention strategy. These special events provide the community an opportunity to
support small business through daily workshops and the Small Business Week Awards
Celebration; and

WHEREAS, the Small Business Week of the Pikes Peak Region continues to be the largest celebration of small
business throughout Colorado and one of the largest in the United States.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, hereby recognizes April
28th through May 4, 2024, as Small Business Week in the Pikes Peak Region, and offers its sincere thanks to the
owners, employees, financers, and supporters of small business.

DONE THIS 23rd day of April 2024, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO , COLORADO

: Steve Schleiker El Paso County, CO
Sive Schielker 04/2412024 09:06:13 AM '
County Clerk and Recorder DOC $0@0 '

{
Rec $0.00 Paee 224030126



