Proclamation m::ognizing.
FJuneteenth 2024

Resolution No. 24-235

WHEREAS, Juneteenth commemorates the June 19, 1865, landing of Union Soldiers at Galveston,
Texas to enforce President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, issued in
1863, to end slavery; and

WHEREAS, also called Freedom Day and Emancipation Day, Juneteenth is a day worthy of
celebration by every American, as it represents a critical turning point in American
history; it is the day that President Lincoln’s order upholding one of the greatest
principles our country’s forefathers professed, that all men are created equal, had
finally reached the west; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth has always been a day for recognizing America as an exceptional nation—
a nation that was built on humanity's highest ideals and endowed with a constitutional
framework that allowed us to right our wrongs throughout our history; and

WHEREAS, we can use Juneteenth as a way to recognize those wrongs, celebrate the right, and
recognize that the implementation of the Emancipation Proclamation is one of the great
turning points for freedom in our nation’s history; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth also gives us the opportunity to discuss how the principles of the founding—
perfect principles espoused by imperfect people—and our constitutional order led this
republic to ultimately fight against and reject slavery, and later, against segregation and
the practice of separate but equal; and

WHEREAS, Alexis de Tocqueville once said in “Democracy in America™: “The greatness of America
lies not in being more enlightened than any other nation, but rather in her ability to
repair her faults.”; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth is an opportunity to recognize the struggles we have gone through as a
people, the heights we have achieved, and the realization that we continue to be a work
in progress, always striving together toward that beautiful vision of a nation that our
Founders knew we could one day be; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth has been acknowledged by American Presidents, including President
Trump and President Biden, and was declared a federal holiday with bi-partisan
support in 2021, and a Colorado state holiday in 2022 with bi-partisan support.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, hereby
Proclaims June 19" as Juneteenth in El Paso County and urges all residents, regardless of race or
ethnic background, to commemorate and celebrate this historic milestone in American history.
DONE THIS 11th day of June 2024 at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS .
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO

Cami Bremer, Chair

Steve Schleiker El Paso County, C0
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