September 11th as Patriot Day and National Day

of Service and Remembrance 2024

Resolution No. 24-344

WHEREAS, our Nation made an unbreakable promise never to forget the nearly 3,000 souls who
were senselessly killed on September 11, 2001. On this sacred day — Patriot Day ~
we in El Paso County honor that commitment; and

WHEREAS, we remember the tremendous bravery of our first responders who rushed, without
hesitation, into the void of debris and smoke to rescue those in despair, and the
heroism of the passengers aboard Flight 93 who summoned the courage to charge
the terrorists in a counterattack that saved countless lives; and

WHEREAS, Americans had a shared sense of anguish on September 11, followed by a profound
spirit of unity. People of different ages, backgrounds, and abilities found meaning in
public service after the 9/11 attacks; many people channeled their emotions by
enlisting in the military, founding charities, contributing to philanthropic causes, flying
the American flag, donating blood, and helping those in need in other ways; and

WHEREAS, in late 2001, as part of Operation Enduring Freedom, thousands of service men and
women from our local military installations were deployed to support counterterrorism
operations in Afghanistan and other countries; and

WHEREAS, the men and women serving in Cheyenne Mountain on September 11 were invoived
in a critical role, and the Airmen, Soldiers, and Sailors stationed at Peterson Space
Force Base, Fort Carson, Schriever Space Force Base and Cheyenne Mountain
continue to maintain an integral role in our national security; and

WHEREAS, the United States is unified in our purpose to prevent further tragedies like those
experienced on September 11, 2001, and we honor the men and women of our Armed
Forces in our region who have fought tirelessly to keep us safe from further attacks
on U.S. soil; and

WHEREAS, we recall the images of our American Flag raised from the ashes of Ground Zero and
the Pentagon and are reminded that good triumphs over evil. We recommit ourselves
to fortifying our cherished American values so that future generations will know the
United States is the land of the free and the home of the brave.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of El Paso County Commissioners supports all the efforts to keep a
vigilant spirit of freedom, commitment to service, and pride in our country.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso

County hereby proclaims Wednesday, September 11, 2024, a “Day of Remembrance” so that we
may never forget those who lost their lives 23 years ago, honor the heroic actions taken by our first
responders, and express our gratitude to the members of our military for their continued service and
sacrifice.

DONE THIS 10" day of September 2024, at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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