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Proclamation Recognizing
the 250" Anniversary of the
United States Marine Corps

on November 10, 1775, the Continental Congress authorized the formation of two battalions of
Continental Marines -- the amphibious infantry of the American Colonies -- to conduct ship-to-
ship fighting during the American Revolutionary War; and

the Continental Marines were disbanded in 1783 and re-created in 1798 as the United States
Marine Corps (USMC). The USMC deems November 10, 1775, as its official founding date; and

for 250 years, the United States Marine Corps has prided itself on exemplifying its motto of
“‘Semper Fidelis” (“always faithful”), serving honorably in every ‘clime and place’. From the
shores of Tripoli to the valleys of Afghanistan — our Marines are always ready to answer the call
of our nation. President Reagan often described them as the nation’s “911 force”; and

Marines come from all walks of life and are transformed through the rigors of The Crucible into
warfighters with a passion to win against our adversaries. No matter their ranks, Marines stay
true to the uncompromising standards found in their core values of honor, courage, and
commitment; and

2025 marks 80 years since a photographer captured the iconic image of our brave Marines
raising the U.S. Flag at the summit of Mount Suribachi during the Battle of Iwo Jima in World
War Il -- an enduring image of the American spirit; and

active-duty Marines in El Paso County typically serve on joint assignments or specialty billets,
serving at NORAD/NORTHCOM headquarters at Peterson Space Force Base or as training
exchange officers and recruiters in our region; and

those who have worn the uniform of the Marines continue to serve our nation through their ethos
of resilience and determination, leading the way in our local communities and businesses, and
embodying the spirit of “Once a Marine, always a Marine”.

NOW, THEREFORE, the El Paso County Board of County Commissioners hereby proclaims November 10 as
the 250t Birthday of the United States Marine Corps and calls on the citizens of El Paso County to honor the
legacy of support and fidelity between America and our Marines by celebrating their service with personal
gestures of gratitude, attending local commemoration events, and sharing their history and stories of heroism.

DONE THIS 4t day of November 2025 at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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