Thanksgiving Day Proclamation 2025

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

in 1621, after surviving the previous winter in Plymouth, Massachusetts, the
Pilgrims, alongside Native Americans, celebrated a feast to give thanks for a good
harvest; and

George Washington proclaimed the first National Day of Thanksgiving in 1789 to
recognize the role of providence in creating the new United States and the new
federal Constitution; and

Abraham Lincoln revived the tradition during the Civil War and, since that time, our
citizens have set aside Thanksgiving Day to express thanks for the bounty of
blessings we enjoy; and

the citizens of El Paso County recognize the significance of gathering in unity to
express gratitude for the many blessings we enjoy; and

we acknowledge the guiding hand of Divine Providence in our lives, just as the
Pilgrims did when they celebrated their first Thanksgiving, and as the motto on
Colorado’s state seal proclaims “Nil sine numine” — nothing without Providence;
and

the United States of America, with its foundation in liberty and justice, continues to
stand as a testament to the enduring values that we celebrate, much like the
principles of self-governance and community spirit exhibited by the Pilgrims at
Plymouth; and

our community, bound by shared values and a spirit of cooperation, has thrived
through the collective efforts of its people, much in the same way the early settlers
of our nation worked together to build a new life on these shores.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado hereby
declares November 27, 2025, as Thanksgiving Day in our county, and calls upon all residents to
express gratitude for the freedoms we possess, the relationships we cherish, and the faith that
guides us, while also reaching out to support those in need, just as the early settlers shared

their harvest.

DONE THIS 18" day of November 2025 at Colorado Springs, Colorado.

ATTEST:

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO

Carrie Geitner, Chair

Holly Williams, Vice Chair

Cory Applegate, Member

Lauren Nelson, Member

Bill Wysong, Member

Steve Schleiker
County Clerk and Recorder



