
 

 

Proclamation Recognizing  
Pearl Harbor Day 

 
WHEREAS,  eighty-four years have passed since Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 

1941, and only a few survivors are left to recall that shocking day. Even after they are gone, the 
memory of that tragic day is branded on the collective American consciousness; and 
 

WHEREAS,   this attack resulted in more than 2,350 deaths, 1,178 wounded, and brought devastation to the 
United States Pacific Fleet and its Air Force; and 

 
WHEREAS,   on this day, several American Naval ships were lost, including the USS Arizona which, to this day, 

is the final resting place of the 1,102 brave Sailors and Marines entombed therein; and 
 

WHEREAS,  December 7, 1941, “a date which will live in infamy,” brought the United States out of isolation 
and into the Second World War to support the Allies, who had been fighting a bitter war in 
Europe for the two previous years; and 
 

WHEREAS,  this sneak attack kindled the righteous fury of the United States of America, triggering our 
emergence as a great and benign power in the most devastating war of modern times -- a global 
conflict against Nazism, fascism, and imperialism that ended in resounding victory; and 

 
WHEREAS,   let us extend our gratitude and love to the 407,316 American soldiers who paid the ultimate 

price and remind ourselves that their sacrifice was for a cause, not for conquest, but for a world 
that could enjoy the blessings of freedom for future generations; and 
 

WHEREAS,  through the untold measure paid in precious lives, the United States ultimately won the titanic 
struggle and achieved the final victory; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Honor Bell, a large ceremonial bell cast from bronze and consisting of artifacts of service 

members -- including remnants of the USS Arizona -- is tolled at military funerals and memorials 
to honor deceased veterans; and 

 
WHEREAS, through a successful community campaign, The Honor Bell Foundation, based in Colorado, has 

created a second Honor Bell in the state, dedicated exclusively for the Pikes Peak region, 
including Pikes Peak National Cemetery, which will provide a final tribute to veterans in the region. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of El Paso County Commissioners hereby recognizes December 7, 2025, 
as Pearl Harbor Day in El Paso County, Colorado, welcomes the arrival of a new Honor Bell for the Pikes  
Peak region, and urges all citizens to set aside time to reflect on the profound bravery of all those who have  
served our country and gave their last full measure of devotion.  
 
DONE THIS 18th day of November 2025 at Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 

 
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO 
 
_____________________________________ 
Carrie Geitner, Chair 

 
_____________________________________ 
Holly Williams, Vice Chair 

 
_____________________________________ 
Cory Applegate, Member 

 
_____________________________________ 
Lauren Nelson, Member 

 
_____________________________________ 
Bill Wysong, Member 

ATTEST:  
 
_______________________________ 
Steve Schleiker 
County Clerk and Recorder 


