Proclamation Recognizing

The 250" year of the American Republic and

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

Colorado’s 1507 Anniversary
of Statehood

in 2026, The United States of America will celebrate the 250" Anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence, marking a pivotal moment in our Nation’s history; and

the State of Colorado will concurrently celebrate the 150" Anniversary of its admission to the
Union; and

these twin anniversaries present a rare opportunity to observe combined milestones, uniting
Coloradans and Americans to reflect on foundational ideals, among them, rugged individualism
and commitment to liberty; and

the founding document of the United States, the Declaration of Independence, signed by the
Second Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, represents -- along with the American Constitution
-- the most enduring structure of governance that guarantees individual rights and human freedom
the world has ever known; and

for 250 years, and even longer, American patriots have been willing to stand up and put their lives
on the line for American principles and all the benefits that come with them — from the freedom to
exercise the religion of our individual choosing, to private ownership of property, to free market
capitalism that drives innovation and a higher standard of living; and

many nation states around the world have been in existence for millennia, America has been in
existence for only 250 years and, in that very short period, rose from 13 colonies that dealt a
crushing defeat to the most powerful military in the world to become the sole global superpower;
and

during the American Revolution and the signing of the Declaration of Independence in 1776, the
land that would become Colorado was geographically and culturally separate at that time, and
became a state a century later, in 1876, earning its nickname “The Centennial State” for achieving
statehood on the 100" anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, 15 years after El Paso
County was officially established as one of the original 17 counties of the ‘Colorado Territory’. It
took several attempts for Colorado’s statehood petition to be approved, finally signed by
Republican President Ulysses S. Grant; and

the 250" anniversary of America’s founding and 150" anniversary of Colorado’s statehood
provides an opportunity to recognize the importance of honoring our rich history, celebrating our
present, and inspiring future generations to build upon the foundations of freedom and community.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of El Paso County, Colorado, hereby proclaims 2026
a year of commemoration for the United States Semiquincentennial and Colorado’s Sesquicentennial, calling
upon all citizens of El Paso County to participate in local, statewide and national events, explore historical sites,
foster renewed appreciation for American history and civics, and engage in meaningful dialogue about our
shared journey as we look forward to a more perfect union and a vibrant future for Colorado and America.

DONE THIS 20th day of January 2026 at Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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