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EL PASO BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

Date: Monday, July 27, 2026 Item No. 2.

To: Board of County Commissioners

From: Ryan Parsell, Executive Director - Government Affairs

Agenda First Reading of a Resolution referring a ballot question for the November 2026

Wording: General Election proposing to extend the expiration date for the public safety sales
and use tax.

SUMMARY (including information on budgeted matters)

C.R.S. § 29-2-101, et seq., authorizes El Paso County (“the County”) to levy an increase in the
countywide sales and use tax rate upon the approval of the majority of the qualified registered

electors of the County voting on such proposal at an election conducted and held according to
Colorado law.

The purpose of this Resolution is, upon the approval of a majority of the eligible electors voting
on such Proposal at the November 2026 General Election, to extend until January 1, 2037 the
previously enacted and therefore to levy and impose the countywide public safety sales and
use tax rate of twenty-three hundredths of one cent ($.0023) upon the same terms and
conditions as those set forth in Resolution No. 12-309 Amended, except as modified herein.

If approved by a maijority of the eligible electors voting thereon at the November 2026 General
Election, the extension until January 1, 2037 of the existing countywide public safety sales and
use tax subject to the modified terms and conditions set forth in this Resolution shall become
effective on January 1, 2029.

BACKGROUND (including information on budgeted matters)

In 2018 EI Paso County voters extended the public safety sales tax until January 1, 2029, to
allow the El Paso County Sheriff's Office to continue investment into regional public safety,
emergency response, and the hiring and deployment of additional patrol deputies.

As a direct result of the passage of the 2012 public safety sales tax, the EI Paso County
Sheriff's Office has added 197 additional sworn and professional staff, funded body armor and
other equipment upgrades, and expanded the Wildland Fire Team, all to enhance public safety
throughout our community.

The El Paso County Sheriff's Office also used the funds generated by the public safety sales
tax to address increased demands driven by statewide law changes that have contributed to



higher crime rates across Colorado, as well as a rise in emergency and fire related calls for
service that has nearly doubled the County’s rate of population growth during the same period.

ESTIMATED TIME FOR PRESENTATION
____minutes/hours

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Business Year: 2026 Subject to TABOR? NO
Fund:

Funding Amount: $0.00

Increase to original

adopted Budget $0.00

Net Cost to County: $0.00

Total Project Cost: $0.00

Vendor Information

ATTACHMENTS

Proposed Resolution



