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AGENDA 
 

Board of County Commissioners (“BOCC”) Special Meeting 
Monday, July 27, 2026 - 3:00 PM 

Centennial Hall Auditorium 
200 S. Cascade Avenue 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 
 

 
Call to Order 
 

1. Staff Emergency Items 

2. First Reading of a Resolution referring a ballot question for the November 2026 General 
Election proposing to extend the expiration date for the public safety sales and use tax. 
(Ryan Parsell, Executive Director - Government Affairs) 

3. Executive Session 

 

Adjourn 
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EL PASO BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 

 
Date: Monday, July 27, 2026 Item No. 2.  
 
To: 

 
Board of County Commissioners 

 
From: 

 
Ryan Parsell, Executive Director - Government Affairs 

 
Agenda 
Wording: 

 
First Reading of a Resolution referring a ballot question for the November 2026 
General Election proposing to extend the expiration date for the public safety sales 
and use tax. 

 

SUMMARY (including information on budgeted matters) 
C.R.S. § 29-2-101, et seq., authorizes El Paso County (“the County”) to levy an increase in the 
countywide sales and use tax rate upon the approval of the majority of the qualified registered 
electors of the County voting on such proposal at an election conducted and held according to 
Colorado law. 
 
The purpose of this Resolution is, upon the approval of a majority of the eligible electors voting 
on such Proposal at the November 2026 General Election, to extend until January 1, 2037 the 
previously enacted and therefore to levy and impose the countywide public safety sales and 
use tax rate of twenty-three hundredths of one cent ($.0023) upon the same terms and 
conditions as those set forth in Resolution No. 12-309 Amended, except as modified herein. 
 
If approved by a majority of the eligible electors voting thereon at the November 2026 General 
Election, the extension until January 1, 2037 of the existing countywide public safety sales and 
use tax subject to the modified terms and conditions set forth in this Resolution shall become 
effective on January 1, 2029. 
 
BACKGROUND (including information on budgeted matters) 
In 2018 El Paso County voters extended the public safety sales tax until January 1, 2029, to 

allow the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office to continue investment into regional public safety, 

emergency response, and the hiring and deployment of additional patrol deputies. 

 

As a direct result of the passage of the 2012 public safety sales tax, the El Paso County 

Sheriff’s Office has added 197 additional sworn and professional staff, funded body armor and 

other equipment upgrades, and expanded the Wildland Fire Team, all to enhance public safety 

throughout our community. 

 
The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office also used the funds generated by the public safety sales 

tax to address increased demands driven by statewide law changes that have contributed to 
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higher crime rates across Colorado, as well as a rise in emergency and fire related calls for 

service that has nearly doubled the County’s rate of population growth during the same period. 

 
ESTIMATED TIME FOR PRESENTATION 
___ minutes/hours 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Business Year: 2026 Subject to TABOR? NO 
Fund:  
Funding Amount: $0.00 
Increase to original 
adopted Budget 

 
$0.00 

Net Cost to County: $0.00 
Total Project Cost: $0.00 
Vendor Information  
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Proposed Resolution 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 26 –  

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

COUNTY OF EL PASO, STATE OF COLORADO 

 
RESOLUTION REFERRING A BALLOT QUESTION FOR THE NOVEMBER 2026 
GENERAL ELECTION PROPOSING TO EXTEND THE EXPIRATION DATE FOR THE 
PUBLIC SAFETY SALES AND USE TAX 
 
WHEREAS, C.R.S. § 29-2-101, et seq., authorizes El Paso County (“the County”) to 

levy an increase in the countywide sales and use tax rate upon the approval of the 

majority of the qualified registered electors of the County voting on such proposal at an 

election conducted and held according to Colorado law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office is the chief law enforcement agency for 
El Paso County, with statutory responsibilities to keep the peace and maintain public 

safety on  behalf  of  all  El  Paso  County residents regardless of municipal boundaries; 

and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2012 El Paso County voters clearly identified public safety as their top 

priority with overwhelming approval of a dedicated countywide sales tax to support the 

hiring of additional patrol and detention deputies, investigators and civilian support staff, 

and to address safety, security and maintenance needs at the county jail and to 

purchase additional firefighting, emergency response and emergency communications 

facilities and equipment; and  

 

WHEREAS, in 2018 El Paso County voters extended the public safety sales tax until 

January 1, 2029, to allow the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office to continue investment into 

regional public safety, emergency response, and the hiring and deployment of additional 

patrol deputies; and 

 

WHEREAS, as a direct result of the passage of the 2012 public safety sales tax, the El 

Paso County Sheriff’s Office has added 197 additional sworn and professional staff, 

funded body armor and other equipment upgrades, and expanded the Wildland Fire 

Team, all to enhance public safety throughout our community; and 

 
WHEREAS, the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office also used the funds generated by the 

public safety sales tax to address increased demands driven by statewide law changes 

that have contributed to higher crime rates across Colorado, as well as a rise in 

emergency and fire related calls for service that has nearly doubled the County’s rate of 

population growth during the same period; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of El Paso County Commissioners (“Board”) has determined 

that in order to continue the ongoing fight against criminal activity that threatens our 

quality of life and meet the basic public safety needs of El Paso County citizens by 
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preserving the resources of the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office to effectively respond to 

calls for service and meet the statutory requirements for safe operations of the county 

jail, it is in the best interests of the present and future residents of the County to certify 

a ballot issue to the eligible electors of the County at the November 2026 General 

Election requesting extension of the dedicated countywide public safety sales and 

use tax at its current rate of twenty-three hundredths of one cent ($.0023), subject 

to the terms of this Proposal and Resolution, hereinafter referred to as this 

Resolution or as this Proposal. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of 

El Paso County, State of Colorado: 

 
PART ONE: GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 
1. Purpose of this Resolution.  The purpose of this Resolution is, upon the approval 
of a majority of the eligible electors voting on such Proposal at the November 2026 
General Election, to extend until January 1, 2037 the previously enacted and therefore to 
levy and impose the countywide public safety sales and use tax rate of twenty-three 
hundredths of one cent ($.0023) upon the same terms and conditions as those set forth 
in Resolution No. 12-309 Amended, except as modified herein. 
 

2. Effective Date of Proposal.  If approved by a majority of the eligible electors voting 
thereon at the November 2026 General Election, the extension until January 1, 2037 of 
the existing countywide public safety sales and use tax subject to the modified terms and 
conditions set forth in this Resolution shall become effective on January 1, 2029. 

 

PART TWO: USE OF PUBLIC SAFETY SALES AND USE TAX REVENUES 
 
3. Public Safety Critical Needs.  Effective January 1, 2029, the County shall expend 
all revenue generated from this dedicated public safety sales and use tax for the purposes 
listed below and for no other purposes. 
 

3.1 Continuing Law Enforcement Needs 

• Hiring, training and equipping patrol deputies, investigators and civilian 
support staff  

• Conducting fire and criminal investigations 

• Maintaining and repairing communications equipment and replacing it 
as it becomes obsolete or wears out 

• Purchasing ammunition, fuel and other operational supplies and 
equipment, including replacement of vehicles as they wear out  
 

3.2 Criminal Justice Needs 
• Hiring, employing, training and equipping detention deputies, civilian 

detention security personnel and support staff to assure adequate 

staffing to maintain inmate and personnel safety in the County Jail 
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• Conducting criminal extradition 

• Maintaining and repairing video surveillance and video visitation 
systems and replacing them as they become obsolete  

• Purchasing operational equipment and supplies 

• Addressing additional security, safety, operations and maintenance 
costs at the county jail 

 
3.3 Emergency Response Needs 

• Hiring, employing and training wildland fire staff and funding emergency 
response and mitigation efforts 

• Maintaining the emergency vehicle response center 

• Purchasing fire and emergency services equipment, maintaining 
wildland fire trucks and replacing wildland fire trucks as they wear out  

 
4. Sheriff Reporting to Board. Paragraph 27 of Resolution No. 12-309 shall be 
superseded by a requirement that the Office of the Sheriff annually report to the Board of 
County Commissioners in a public meeting the revenue generated by the public safety 
sales and use tax and the expenditures therefrom. 
 

PART THREE: ELECTION REQUIREMENTS 
 
5. Submission to Electors.    Pursuant to C.R.S. § 29-2-104(3), this Proposal as set 
forth in this Resolution shall be referred to the eligible electors of El Paso County at the 
General Election to be held Tuesday, November 3, 2026 and being referred to herein as 
the November 2026 General Election.  The ballot issue to be submitted to the eligible 
electors shall be substantially as set forth on Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference. 
 

6. Publication of Resolution.  The County Clerk and Recorder is hereby authorized 
and directed to publish the text of this Proposal four separate times, a week apart, in the 
official newspaper of the county and each city and incorporated town within the county. 

 
7. Conduct of Election.  The election shall be held and conducted and the results 
thereof shall be determined, so far as practicable, in conformity with the provisions of the 
Colorado Uniform Election Code of 1992 as set forth in Articles 1 through 13, inclusive, 
of Title 1, C.R.S. 

 

8. Ballot Title.  For purposes of C.R.S. § 1-11-203.5, the ballot title for the ballot issue 
contained on Exhibit A is hereby determined to be the text of the ballot issue itself set 
forth on Exhibit A. 
 
9. Authority to Effectuate Resolution.   The officers, employees and agents of the  

County are hereby authorized and directed to take all action necessary or appropriate to 
effectuate the provisions of this Resolution in accordance with Colorado law. 
 

PART FOUR: MISCELLANEOUS 
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10. Effective date – Applicability.  Upon approval at the November 2026 General 
Election, this Proposal shall become effective and in force immediately, subject to the 
terms and conditions set forth in this Resolution and shall remain effective unless 
otherwise repealed according to Colorado law; provided, however, that the provisions of 
this Resolution calling the election on the ballot issue set forth on Exhibit A shall take 
effect immediately upon the passage of this Resolution by the Board. 
 
11. Statutory References.  All statutory citations in this Resolution shall be construed 
to refer to the Colorado Revised Statutes, 2026, referred to above as C.R.S., and as the 
same may be amended from time to time. 

 
12. Amendments.  Unless otherwise required by Colorado law, the provisions of this 
Resolution may be amended by resolution by the Board, and such amendments need not 
be submitted to eligible electors of the County for their approval, except that Paragraph 3 
above may not be amended without submission of the appropriate ballot issue or question 
to the eligible electors of the County and in accordance with Colorado law. 

 
13. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Resolution shall 
be adjudged to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or unenforceability of such 
section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the remaining sections, 
paragraphs, clauses or provisions of this Resolution.  It is the intention of the Board that 
the various parts of this Resolution are severable. 

 
14. Section Headings.  Section headings are for convenience only and shall not 
express or imply or have any bearing upon the interpretation of the specific section in 
question. 

 
Done this _____ day of ____________, 2026 at Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 
      BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ATTEST:     OF EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO 
 
 
By: ___________________________ By: ______________________________ 

 Steve Schleiker    Carrie Geitner, Chair 

 County Clerk & Recorder 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

WITHOUT RAISING ADDITIONAL TAXES, SHALL THE EXISTING 0.23% (TWENTY-

THREE HUNDREDTHS OF ONE CENT) PUBLIC SAFETY SALES AND USE TAX BE 

EXTENDED TO  JANUARY 1, 2037, WITH THE OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF REPORTING 

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES ANNUALLY TO THE PUBLIC AT A BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HEARING,  AND WITH ALL REVENUES GENERATED TO 

BE USED ONLY FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES: 

 

1. CONTINUING LAW ENFORCEMENT NEEDS 

• HIRING, TRAINING AND EQUIPPING PATROL DEPUTIES, 

INVESTIGATORS AND CIVILIAN SUPPORT STAFF  

• CONDUCTING FIRE AND CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

• MAINTAINING AND REPAIRING COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT AND 

REPLACING IT AS IT BECOMES OBSOLETE OR WEARS OUT 

• PURCHASING AMMUNITION, FUEL AND OTHER OPERATIONAL 

SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING REPLACEMENT OF 

VEHICLES AS THEY WEAR OUT 

 
2. CRIMINAL JUSTICE NEEDS 

• HIRING, EMPLOYING, TRAINING AND EQUIPPING DETENTION 

DEPUTIES, CIVILIAN DETENTION SECURITY PERSONNEL AND 

SUPPORT STAFF TO ASSURE ADEQUATE STAFFING TO MAINTAIN 

INMATE AND PERSONNEL SAFETY IN THE COUNTY JAIL  

• CONDUCTING CRIMINAL EXTRADITION 

• MAINTAINING AND REPAIRING VIDEO SURVEILLANCE AND VIDEO 

VISITATION SYSTEMS AND REPLACING THEM AS THEY BECOME 

OBSOLETE 

• PURCHASING OPERATIONAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 

• ADDRESSING ADDITIONAL SECURITY, SAFETY, OPERATIONS AND 

MAINTENANCE COSTS AT THE COUNTY JAIL 

 
3. EMERGENCY RESPONSE NEEDS 

• HIRING, EMPLOYING AND TRAINING WILDLAND FIRE STAFF AND 

FUNDING EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND MITIGATION EFFORTS 

• MAINTAINING THE EMERGENCY VEHICLE RESPONSE CENTER 

• PURCHASING FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES EQUIPMENT, 

MAINTAINING WILDLAND FIRE TRUCKS AND REPLACING WILDLAND 

FIRE TRUCKS AS THEY WEAR OUT 

 
WITH SUCH PUBLIC SAFETY SALES AND USE TAX BEING COLLECTED, 

ADMINISTERED AND ENFORCED PURSUANT TO EL PASO COUNTY BOARD OF 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS RESOLUTION NOS. 12-309 AMENDED AND 26 - ______?  
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