Town of Groton, Connecticut 45 Fort Hill Road
Groton, CT 06340

Meeting Agenda

Town Manager: 860-441-6630
Beautification Committee Town Clerk: 860-441-6640

Chair Lian Obrey, Bruce McDermott, Shirley Mitsko and James Sammons

Thursday, September 3, 2026 4:00 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 3/
Hybrid Virtual Meeting

REGULAR MEETING

Mission Statement: To enhance the appearance of our community through the addition of art and landscape projects that
foster economic growth in Groton.

1. CALL TO ORDER

11. Call to Order
2. ROLL CALL
2.1. Roll Call

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.1.  August 6, 2026 Minutes

4. COMMUNICATIONS

41. Communications

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

5.1. Wayfinder Sign - Route 117
5.2.  Ordering of Plants
5.3.  Review of Weeding and Upkeep Projects

6. NEW BUSINESS

6.1.  Introduction of Proposed New Member
6.2. Presentation of Award to Mystic Seaport
6.3. Date for Route 117 Planing

7. NEXT MEETING

7. October 1, 2026

8. ADUJOURNMENT
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Town of Groton, Connecticut 45 Fort Hil Road
Groton, CT 06340

Beautification Committee Tow n Manager: 860-441-6630

Regular Meeting M inutes Tow n Clerk: 860-441-6640

Chair Lian Obrey, llona House, Bruce McDermott, Shirley Mitsko and James Sammons

Thursday, August 6, 4:00 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 3/Hybrid Virtual Meeting
2026 134 Groton Long Point Road, Groton
Visit www.groton-ct.gov for Zoom details

1. CALL TO ORDER
ChairObrey called the meetingtoorderat 4:04 p.m.
2. ROLL CALL

In Person:
ChairLian Obrey, Bruce McDermott, Shirley Mitsko and James Sammons.

Also present: Volunteer Sharon Demato
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
3.1. June 4, 2026

Motion: To approve the minutesof June 4, 2026, by McDermott, seconded by Sammons.
Vote:4, 0, 0. Motion passes unanimously.

3.2. July 16, 2026
Motion: To approve the minutes of July 16, 2026, with corrections, by McDermott, seconded by
Sammons.
Vote:4, 0, 0. Motion passes unanimously.
4. COMMUNICATIONS

41. Communications

There wasa Facebook postandinformation was shared at the recent Town Council meeting
regarding Beautification Committee volunteers.

Kim Singerhasvolunteered to take overthe John Kelley statue.
An individual named Amy has expressed an interestin adopting agarden and volunteering atlarge

events.

An individual names Hannah indicated that she would like to getinvolved afterthe 1st of September.
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Town Council Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes Thursday, August 6, 2026

ChairObrey spoke with an RTM Representative. There was concern that the Beautification
Committee was spending taxpayer money on agarden and then the garden was not maintained.
Chair Obreyinformed the Representative thattheirfunds were allocated out of Nip funds duringthe
budget process. Thisinformation will be confirmed.

The Committee is considering Artinthe Park, with sculpturesinvarious gardens. Mr. McDermott has
volunteered to place some of his sculpturesinagarden at the Town Hall and Police Station
temporarily, and, if the Committee chooses tointhe future, putin somethingthatis more
permanent, such asa stone cairn.

MOTION: To place Bruce McDermott’s sculptures temporarily at the Police Station and Town Hall, by
Sammons, seconded by McDermott.
Vote:4, 0, 0. Motion passes unanimously.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

54.

Beautification Awards

A frameisstill needed for the award. The would like Lisa Hylton to printan award to then be framed.
The Committee will pick adate to presentitand take pictures of the event.

Update on Trash Compactors

Thereis no update on this. It was suggested to puta QR code connecting individuals with the Town’s
website onthem.

Review of 117 Project

Chair Obrey has not heard back from the individual she contacted regarding the Route 117 project.
The Committeeisconsidering hiring someonetodothe projectand pricingoutitems such as stone
and plants. Theywill contact Call Before You Digbeforehand. The goal is to do the projectin
September.Bhereisagas line thatthe Town has to take into consideration with sign placement.

Date for Council Presentation and Practice Presentation

Chair Obrey will contact the Town fora date to do a presentationto the Town Council. She would
like to practice ahead of time. The Committee will review the slides priorto the presentation before
the Council.

6. NEW BUSINESS

6.1.

Update on Bath Area in Mystic

Mr. Sammons will take care of the bathroom area in Mystic.

The Committee presented a Motionin regardsto Agendaltem5.3

MOTION: To authorize the use up to $500 to coverthe wayfindingsign on Route 117, by Sammons,
seconded by Mitsko.

Vote: 4, 0, 0. Motion passes unanimously.
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Town Council Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes Thursday, August 6, 2026

6.2. Circle Weeding on Indian Field
Chair Obrey has two friends that are cleaningup the circle onIndian Field. She willthen talk to the
neighborstosee if they would like to take care of it, otherwise theywill consider mowingitdown. In

reviewing the minutes of previous Committee meetings, it seems that community members had
originally cleaned up and planted flowers at the Indian Field circle; not the Committee.

MOTION: To go into an executive session, by Chair Obrey.
Vote:4,0,0

The Committee entered executive session at 5:05 p.m.
The Committee returned at5:15 p.m.

6.3. Progress on the Two Route 117 Projects
Notdiscussed.
7. NEXT MEETING
7.1. September 3, 2026
Notdiscussed.

8. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: To adjourn;, by McDermott, seconded by Mitsko.
Vote:4, 0, 0. Motion passes unanimously.

The meetingwas adjourned at5:16 p.m.
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