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 Town of Groton, Connecticut 
 

Beautification Committee 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

 
45 Fort Hill Road 

Groton, CT 06340 
 

Tow n Manager: 860-441-6630 
 

Tow n Clerk: 860-441-6640 

 

Chair Lian Obrey, Bruce McDermott, Shirley Mitsko and James Sammons 
 

Thursday, September 3, 2026 4:00 PM Town Hall Annex - Community Room 3/Hybrid Virtual Meeting 

134 Groton Long Point Road, Groton  

Visit www.groton-ct.gov for Zoom details. 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

 Chair Obrey called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. 
  
2. ROLL CALL 
 

 In person: 
Chair Lian Obrey, Bruce McDermott and Shirley Mitsko. 
Also present: Volunteer Sharon Demato and Guest Amy  
 
Via Zoom: 

James Sammons 

  
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

3.1.  August 6, 2026 Minutes 
 

 MOTION: To approve the Beautification Committee meeting minutes of August 6, 2026, by 
McDermott. 
Vote: 4, 0, 0. Motion passes unanimously. 
 

4. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 The Committee has not received communications back from any masons regarding prices for stone 
cairns. 

  
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

5.1.  Wayfinder Sign - Route 117 
 
Chair Obrey indicated that she has received the permit from the State and has reached out to Public 
Works. She will reach out to the Town Manager to coordinate details with him as well. 

  
5.2.  Ordering of Plants 

 
Ms. Mitsko has the plants. She will get the receipt so it can be paid.  
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The Committee discussed going to the location to review what plants are salvageable there.  
 
The planting date will be determined in the near future. 

  
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

6.1.  Introduction of Proposed New Member 
 
Guest Amy was introduced. She will share her contact information with the Committee members.  

  
6.2.  Presentation of Award to Mystic Seaport 

 
An award has been printed for the Mystic Seaport Shipyard. Mr. Sammons picked up the frame. Ms. 
Demato explained that awards are given to businesses, or possibly an owner of a private property, 
who have redone their landscaping. 
 

Mr. McDermott will check with the owner to set a date for the Committee to present him with the 
award. 

  
6.3.  Date for Route 117 Planting 

 
The planting date will be determined in the near future. 
 

5.3.  Review of Weeding and Upkeep Projects 
 
The top of Fort Hill and Route 215 was weeded by Ms. Demato, her husband, Amy and Mr. 
Sammons. Some plants were also planted. Parks and Rec picked up all the garbage for them. They 
will also put a light layer of mulch down. 
 
Amy weeded at the Town Annex. It may need some mulch. 
 
Mr. Sammons and Ms. Demato are looking to coordinate time to clean up areas in downtown Mystic. 
 
Chair Obrey would like to make sure that Beautification Committee signs are put up when they clean 
up an area. Ms. Demato will order some additional signs. 
 
MOTION: To purchase additional Beautification Signs, up to $500, by Mitsko, seconded by 
Sammons. 
Vote: 4, 0. 0. Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Chair Obrey will forward the list of projects the Committee is approved to do.  
 
Chair Obrey discussed a project at the corner of Poquonnock and Route One. 
 

The Committee discussed the possibility of obtaining grants for future projects.  

  
7. NEXT MEETING 
 

7.1.  October 1, 2026 
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8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 MOTION: To adjourn, by. McDermott. 

Vote: 4, 0, 0. Motion passes unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 
 
 

 


